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Listeners 
and 


Hearers 


by George C. Stuart 


N ACCURATE observer of human nature 

once remarked to me, “Notice the people who 
listen attentively enough to hear what you have to 
say. Usually, these are the people who themselves 
have something significant to say.” Perhaps, you 
also have discovered that there is an aristocracy 
of the attentive who constitute the royalty of those 
worth hearing. 

My friend also reminded me that when Jesus 
spoke, many people listened but only a few really 
heard what he was saying. Jesus himself noticed 
that fact. On one occasion Jesus said,’ He who 
has ears, let him hear.” (Matthew 13:43b.) Our 
Lord told the story of the listeners and the hear- 
ers. Jesus said, “When any one hears the words 
of the kingdom and does not. understand it [grasp 
it], the evil one comes and snatches away what is 
sown in his heart.” Then, Jesus went on to de- 
scribe the difference between listening and hear- 
ing the message of the kingdom. 

Are there any criteria by which we can dis- 
tinguish between merely listening to a message 
and truly hearing a message? My friend, the 
observer, thinks that there are at least two. 

“First,” he said, “the real hearers are those 
who can understand what is said in terms of what 
is not said.” Well, I thought that was a bit thick, 
and I said so. My friend replied, “Think back for 
a moment on the way Jesus listened to and heard 
what was said to him. Jesus seldom answered 
directly a question put to him. Some religious 
leaders once asked, ‘Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
Caesar, or not?’ Jesus answered, ‘Render therefore 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God 


Mr. Stuart is minister of Central Woodward 
Christian Church Detroit, Michigan. 
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A Faith 


Live by 


are things that are Gods.’ 

“By any direct standard, that is a rather poor 
reply until we understand that Jesus was not an- 
swering the question but he was answering the 
questioner. That was the point. They were 
amazed, the New Testament says, when the ques- 
tioners recognized themselves in his reply. If 
they had really been concerned about God, their 
proper question would have been: When I pay my 
taxes to Caesar, do I pay them for the glory of 
Caesar or for the glory of God? A believer pays 
his taxes for a different reason than a non-be- 
liever.” My friend is not a preacher, but he might 
have been. 

Thus, Jesus distinguished between listening and 
hearing what others said by understanding what 
was said in terms of what was not said, that is in 
terms of the person who asked the question. 

“Another criterion for judging between listen- 
ing and hearing,” my observing friend said, ‘‘is to 
notice whether the listener separates himself from 
the message or whether he participates in the 
message. Hearers act upon the message they 
hear. 

“For example, listeners read that there is a war. 
They sigh and read with excitement the news of 
violence and death which others are experiencing. 
They do not volunteer. 

“Hearers read that there is a war. They get up 
from a spectator’s chair and volunteer and fight. 
Or they volunteer and do not fight. When hearers 
do not fight they are called pacifists, and usually 
they go to prison rather than to the battlefield. 
However, both those who fight the war and those 
who fight war itself are hearers. They volunteer. 

Listeners watch and enjoy or criticize what 
others do. Hearers do what the message demands.” 
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R. A. LONG: he gave the 

brotherhood a publishing 

house and served as its presi- 
dent for over 25 years. 


OREON E. SCOTT: he gave 
forty-five years’ service to the 
_ Christian Board, secured The 
_ United Christian Missionary 
| Society against losses on in- 
_ vestments made by him for 
the Society and gave leader- 
ship and money to many other 
Christian Churches’ agencies. 


Christian Board of Publication .. . 


Created 


to Serve 


BY WILBUR H. CRAMBLET 


President 
Christian Board of Publication 


HE fiftieth anniversary of 
"Waa founding of the Christian 
Board of Publication was recog- 
nized in a variety of ways 
throughout all of 1960. But it 
is not easy to determine the 
date on which the Christian 
Board was founded. 

A special committee was ap- 
pointed at the International Con- 
vention in Norfolk in 1907 to 
formulate a plan for ‘“‘the estab- 
lishment of a publishing enter- 
prise that would be devoted en- 
tirely to the interests of the 
brotherhood.” 

This committee reported to 
the New Orleans Convention in 
1908 and again to the Centennial 
Convention at Pittsburgh in 1909 
that it had been “unable to se- 
cure the funds necessary to float 
the enterprise.” 

At Pittsburgh a smaller com- 
mittee was appointed. Mr. R. A. 
Long of Kansas City indicated to 
other members of this committee 
that he was willing to furnish 
one-half of the required capital. 
The committee had hoped that 
it might be possible to combine 
the two publishing enterprises 
then serving the _ brotherhood. 
When investigation proved this to 
be impossible, Mr. Long advised 
members of the committee that 
he would finance the enterprise 
alone. 

“On December 3, 1909, less than 
ninety days after the Centennial 
Convention in Pittsburgh, he 
called the committee to meet in 
his office in Kansas City. At 
that meeting he announced that 
he had acquired the properties 
and good will of the Christian 
Publishing Company by purchase 


J. H. GARRISON: distinguished 
editor of “The Christian-Evange- 
list’”” who held stock in the Chris- 
tian Publishing Company before 
its purchase by R. A. Long. 


of its entire capital stock at a 
cost of $129,000. He stated to 
the committee that it was his in- 
tention to provide additional 
funds as needed for the expan- 
sion and development of these 
properties into an efficient pub- 
lishing house for Disciples of 
Christ. 

Perhaps this is the date of the 
founding of Christian Board of 
Publication. At the meeting in 
which Mr. Long announced his 
decision to give the brotherhood 
a fully equipped publishing house 
he read what he called his “Con- 
fession of Faith.” This was 
published in The Christian-Evan- 
gelist dated January 6, 1910— 
the first issue of this magazine 
to be published by the Christian 
Publishing Company after its 
purchase by Mr. Long. 

This challenging statement by 
the founder of the Christian 
Board of Publication appears 








on the following page of THE 
CHRISTIAN. 

Mr. Long invited twelve of the 
leaders of the brotherhood to 
meet in St. Louis at the offices 
of the company on January 4, 
1910. The stockholders’ meeting 
with Mr. Long voting all the 
stock, approved the increase in 
the number of directors from 
seven to thirteen and then pro- 
ceeded to elect those invited to 
the meeting as directors of the 
company. 

The first meeting of the board 
of directors was held immedi- 
ately following the stockholders’ 
meeting. Mr. Long was elected 
president and J. H. Garrison was 
elected editor of THE CHRISTIAN- 
EVANGELIST. W. R. Warren was 
named business manager and 
Oreon E. Scott, secretary. 

The minutes of this meeting 
record that Mr. Long “expressed 
his deep interest in the company 
and said that while he had made 
many investments in his life, he 
was more solicitous of the suc- 
cess of this investment than of 
any other he had ever made.” 

Perhaps this is the date of the 
founding of the Christian Board 
of Publication. At least, the 
present directors took action to 
designate January 4 as its Found- 
ers’ Day. 

In May, 1910, Marion Steven- 
son became editor of Sunday 


school materials. When one con- 
siders the significance of this part 
of its publishing program, it is 
easy to see why the Board on 
various occasions joined with the 
department of religious educa- 
tion of The United Christian So- 
ciety in recognition of fifty 
years’ service of these closely re- 
lated organizations. 

Within a year, the directors 
considered that the publishing 
enterprise had reached the stage 
where the permanent organiza- 
tion should be completed. Articles 
of Association bearing the date 
of January 26, 1911, were filed 
in the Circuit Court at St. Louis, 
Missouri. A pro forma decree 
was issued on February 24, 1911, 
and the charter creating the 
Christian Board of Publication 
was executed by the Secretary 
of State,. bearing the date of 
March 8, 1911. Perhaps this 
should be our Founders’ Day. At 
any rate it is the day used by 
the local Chamber of Commerce 
in determining how long the Board 
has been in business in St. Louis. 

Whatever date is chosen, we 
are now sure that this venture 
of faith has completed fifty years 
of service and is well started and 
started well on the last half of 
its first century of life and work. 

When B. A. Abbott became 
editor of THE CHRISTIAN-EVAN- 





THIS WAS THE COMPOSING ROOM at the Christian Board of 


Publication in 1917—seven years after the founding of the Christian 
Churches’ publishing house. 
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GELIST he undertook to corporate 
into the program of the Christian 
Board of Publication a motto 
which he, himself, had lived by 
for many years: 


No creed but Christ. 
No book but the Bible. 
No aim but to serve. 


The Bethany Press is developing 
a series of publications to be 
known as the Abbott books, the 
first two of which are the paper- 
backed editions of The Fool of 
God by Louis Cochran and The 
Chosen People by Booth. 

We have taken the last line of 
Dr. Abbott’s motto as our own. 
It is at once a challenge to and a 
commitment by all those pres- 
ently connected with the organ- 
ization. 


Created to Serve 


A brochure entitled ‘The 
Story of the Beginning’ pub- 
lished in September, 1925, in- 


cludes this brief financial report. 


Total Capital 


expenditures $668,928.29 
Less special re- 

serves 37,074.18 
Book value $631,854.11 
Mission divi- 

dends paid $ 67,550.00 


At this time, the exact amount 
of Mr. Long’s contribution, in- 
cluding purchase price and ad- 
ditions, was $342,161.22. Net 
gains from operations in the first 
fifteen years used in plant devel- 
opment were almost $300,000. 
In other words, Mr. Long’s gift 
had almost doubled in value. 
During this same period Chris- 
tian Board had “paid $67,550 to 
the agencies and churches as mis- 
sion dividends.” 

The report goes on to say, “The 
Christian Board of Publication 
now has a splendid plant and a 
trained organization. Our re- 
turns, therefore, should be larger 
than heretofore. After complet- 
ing payment for the prospective 
building, the amount available 
for missionary dividends will be 
much larger than in the past. 

“Any private enterprise must 
pay substantial dividends to its 
stockholders, but this institution 
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‘pays no private dividends and all 


its earnings go back into the 
service of the brotherhood. 
Therefore, the value of the plant 
and business investment should 
double every ten years and the 
amount of missionary dividends 
should quadruple or more. With 
the increasing good will of our 
people a very large amount would 
be available annually for mis- 
sions, benevolence, education and 
ministerial relief. Not only will 
there be this tangible result, but 
there will be the intangible value 
of the prestige that is inherent 
in a successful enterprise. This 
will be an asset of value to the 


The Publishing House 
Founder Was Dedicated .. . 


whole work of the Disciples of 
Christ.” 

These were prophetic words. 
At the time of Mr. Long’s death 
—less than ten years later—his 
total contribution was $404,- 
307.95, while the annual report 
shows: 


Total Capital 
Expenditures $1,149,034.98 


Less Reserves ‘241,373.85 
Book Value $ 907,661.13 
Mission Divi- 

dends Paid $ 320,068.40 


The Christian Board of Publi- 
cation continues to grow in fa- 
cilities and in services. The bal- 


by R. A. Long 


Founder 
Christian Board of Publication 


BELIEVE in the plea of 

our fathers. I believe in the 
Christianity of Christ. I know 
little or nothing of the many 
problems that have vexed the 
Church in our day, and I have 
seen the air filled with clamor 
and confusion when I could 
not clearly discern the occa- 
sion thereof. I have a ma- 
tured man’s suspicion of in- 
novation. I incline to lean 
upon those things which have 
proved unassailable through 
the long generations past. 

I believe the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is not written down in 
a book that can be torn to 
pieces. Nor do I believe that 
it is equipped with ordinances 
that can be discarded at will. 

Neither do I believe that 
the fate of his gospel hangs 
upon the turning of a hair 
or the casting of a sentence. 
I believer that Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, today and 
forever, and that what this 
distressed and distressing age 
needs is Christ. 


Therefore, as in a kind of 
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trembling joy over the realiza- 
tion of a dream cherished for 
some time, I see The Chris- 
tian-Evangelist, with its af- 
filiated interests, launched up- 
on a new period of its career. 
I am hoping and praying that 
it may at all times stand for 
the religion of Jesus, for the 
spirit of Christ, and for the 
warm, loving personal pres- 
ence of the Savior and Re- 
deemer of men, and my in- 
fluence shall ever be to this 
end. 

As from week to week The 
Christian-Evangelist enters 
the homes of our people, I 
could supplicate most earnest- 
ly that it go breathing the 
spirit of the Master; that into 
its pages our editors and con- 
tributors may write down 
something of the sweet influ- 
ence, of the loving sympathy, 
of the complete humility and 
all sufficiency of Him whom 
long ago I confessed, and 
whom now in sincerity I con- 


fess again as my Lord and | 
Savior, the only Son of the | 
true and living God. i 


ance sheet as of December 31, 
1960, shows: 


Total Capital 
Expenditures $4,742,638.84 
Less Reserves 1,138,894.10 


Assets or Book 


Value $3,603,744.74 


Mission Divi- 
dends Paid 
Over Fifty 
Years 

(Today we call 
them Grants- 
in-Aid) 

Grants-in-Aid 
for 1960 $ 66,014.90 


Balance sheet and detailed list- 
ings of these grants-in-aid ap- 
pear in the report of the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication re- 
viewed by the International Con- 
vention and published in the 
Year Book of Christian Churches. 
At the time of the founding of 
the Board, THE CHRISTIAN-EVAN- 
GELIST was its major undertak- 
ing. This brotherhood publica- 
tion of news and opinion con- 
tinues to hold an important place 
in present operations. The paid 
circulation of THE CHRISTIAN is 
now more than 133,700 which is 
greater than the combined cir- 
culation of THE CHRISTIAN-EVAN- 
GELIST and the FRONT RANK prior 
to their merger in 1958. 
Contributed services by the 
Christian Board of Publication 
help in the support of many 
brotherhood programs and ac- 


$1,340,955.49 


tivities. They include personal 
services and financial support 
to: 


Christian Literature Commis- 
sion. 

Christian Education Assembly 
and Curriculum and Pro- 
gram Council. 

Home and State Missions Plan- 
ning Council. 

Council of Agencies. 

Special programs of agencies 
and churches. 

Through The United Christian 
Missionary Society, the Board 
helps underwrite the _ support 
given by Disciples of Christ to 
various ecumenical undertakings. 

(Continued on page 21.) 
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Editorials 


Under New Management 


ITH this issue of The Christian we are bring- 
W ine to a close a rather long year of celebrat- 
ing the golden anniversary of the Christian Board 
of Publication. The lead article by the president 
of the company, Wilbur H. Cramblet, looks both 
to the past and the future as it pays tribute to 
the place of R. A. Long and Oreon E. Scott in the 
development of the publishing house. 

In 1910-11, the predecessors of The Christian 
had been published almost half a century. (Note 
that the current issue of The Christian is Volume 
99, Number 15.) James Harvey Garrison was 
chief owner of the Christian Publishing Company 
and editor of The Christian-Evangelist. When he 
sold the controlling stock to R. A. Long and re- 
mained editor of the weekly journal, Garrison 
brought it under new management, the brother- 
hood itself. 


The January 6, 1910, issue of The Christian- 
Evangelist set forth the purposes of R. A. Long 
in purchasing the Christian Publishing Company 
and also the plans of both Long and Garrison for 
making the Christian Board of Publication and 
this journal the property of the brotherhood. 

We receive a small but steady stream of letters 
asking what the expressions “your brotherhood 
publishing house’? and “your brotherhood paper” 
mean. Someone wrote asking if it meant that we 
think we are “the official interpreters of what the 
brotherhood has to believe.” 

What did Mr. Long and Mr. Garrison have in 
mind? Here is Mr. Long’s answer: 


Having felt for a long time the power of the print- 
ing press in the spreading of the Gospel, and having 
seen what appealed to me from a business stand- 
point as a sad waste of time, money, energy and 
opportunity by reason of the fact that our great 
brotherhood as a whole had no general publishing 
house which could represent our people as a whole, 
as the missionary societies have, for example, repre- 
senting them, or which could be held responsible to 
our brotherhood at large, as those same societies are 
responsible, it seemed to me important that a broth- 
erhood publishing society should be organized and 
equipped. 


You will note from his “Confession of Faith,” 
reprinted elsewhere in this issue, that R. A. Long 
had great hopes that The Christian-Evangelist 
would thus be “launched upon a new period of its 
career.” 
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Brother Garrison was equally enthusiastic. He 
wrote in the lead editorial, January 6, 1910: 


As The Christian-Evnagelist is entering into a new 
relation to the brotherhood, it is altogether proper 
that its policy should be changed or modified in har- 
mony with this new relationship. As the paper is 
henceforth to be the property of the entire brother- 
hood, which is to profit by its success, it will be the 
purpose of its editors and managers to make it voice 
the sentiments and the needs of the whole brother- 
hood in a wider sense than has been possible hereto- 
fore. We do not wish the brethren to think of the 
paper as an official organ of the brotherhood, but 
rather as an efficient organ of its plea for unity be- 
fore the world, and of the needs of the various de- 
partments of our work, to the churches and members 
identified with the movement. 


Mr. Long expressed the fact that he had never 
anticipated “the consolidation of all our papers 
. .. but that our publishing houses might be amal- 
gamated, and that the editorial policies of these 
different journals might be harmonized to such an 
extent that unchristian strife and undignified bick- 
erings between rival business interests might never 
by any possibility be made to shipwreck the house- 
hold of faith.” 


In the first issue of 1910, the editor revealed 
that “somebody has expressed the fear that this 
new publishing scheme which has been launched 
by Brother Long may lead to strife with other 
publishing houses!’”’ He continued: 


What about, pray? The editors and managers 
connected with this Company claim no monopoly of 
the field. They will rejoice in the success of every 
other religious journal and publishing house among 
us. We wish them all God speed. If they succeed 
as private corporations and serve the public in that 
way, none shall be gladder than we. If the time 
comes when they, too, by the benefactions of liberal 
brethren, shall be made the property of the brother- 
hood, no one will rejoice in that fact more than the 
editorial force of The Christian-Evangelist, unless 
it be Brother Long. No, brethren, there will be no 
strife between our papers and publishers. Life is too 
short for that. Nor is there any cause for it. We an- 
ticipate, and shall labor for, an era of good feeling 
and cooperation between our brethren and the press. 


The Christian Board of Publication now has 
many editorial enterprises in addition to The Chris- 
tian. We take our stand with our predecessors in 
carrying out the above policies to the best of our 
ability. 

We believe our service is far wider than the 
modest profits which are poured into brotherhood 
activities. J. H. Garrison wrote in his first edi- 
torial under new management: “Whereunto it will 
grow, no man knoweth.” We still do not know. 
We press forward. 
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This minister asks: 


Why not elect 


heads of functional departments 








and let them serve as elders? 


New Look at the 


Functional Pattern 


FEW years ago, I found 

myself in my first resident 
pastorate without adequate train- 
ing. I knew how to preach, but 
had no idea of what constituted 
a church program. 

Into the vacuum of this igno- 
rance there came materials from 
the United Christian Missionary 
Society concerning Church Loy- 
alty month, the Every-Member 
Canvass, and that wonderful “in- 
novation,” the Functional Plan 
of Church Organization. I im- 
mediately inaugurated a watered- 
down effortless version of the 
Every-Member Canvass, with the 
result that the church I was 
serving obtained concrete proof 
of the fact that they would not 
be able to pay my salary for the 
next year! 

This tragic comedy of errors 
is overshadowed in my memory 
by the help I received from such 
material in those beginning years 
of my ministry. My effective- 
ness in applying what I learned 
fortunately increased as I be- 
came acquainted with workable 
methods. 

The functional plan grows on 
a person, and also on a church. 
Even those who object to any- 
thing new see its value when it 
has been in operation for a while. 
It takes about two years to get 
it started, but after that you 





Mr. Albright is minister of 
First Christian Church, Hia- 
watha, Kansas. 
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have a program that doesn’t de- 
pend on the minister’s being an 
unending fountain of ideas. The 
plan has proved the salvation of 
more than one inactive, dormant 
church, providing them with a 
balanced method of caring for 
all the areas of church life and 
work. It is now an established 
procedure of unquestioned value. 

Having come this far with it, 
however, we need to look again 
at the plan, to see if it can be 
improved. 

So often, a church adopts the 
functional organization as an ap- 
pendage to the existing structure. 
Perhaps a board of elders and a 
board of deacons still operate 
separately, along with various 
committees which existed in the 
church before the coming of the 
new organization. If the func- 
tional plan is to be effective, it 
must be the basic structure of 
the church. The following sug- 
gestions for revision are not 
made as a final answer, but as a 
first step for consideration in 
building a more effective local 
program. 


1. Elect heads of functional 
departments instead of elders 
and deacons. This may sound 
radical, but it has a sound basis 
in New Testament practice. 
Deacons were appointed at Jeru- 
salem (if they were deacons) to 
perform a function, not to fill 
an Official position (Acts 6). Paul 
appointed elders (Acts 14:23) to 


By Don Albright 


be spiritual overseers to church- 
es which needed such oversight 
to maintain their existence in a 
hostile pagan world. They were 
not so much officials as pastoral 
workers. 

Today, our churches, attempt- 
ing to follow the New Testament 
pattern, elect elders and deacons 
without regard to the needs of 
the local church. Sometimes a 
man wonders, “What am I sup- 
posed to do?” and his answer is 
that he is now a member of the 
official board, and should serve 
at the Lord’s Table as needed. 
This is maintaining the letter of 
restoration while neglecting the 
spirit. 

2. Call the department chair- 
men elders, to keep the tradi- 
tional New Testament name. But 
they would be elected to perform 
a specific function: chairman of 
the worship department, chair- 
man of the evangelism depart- 
ment, etc. You would have as 
many elders as you have func- 
tional departments, each elected 
to his function because of his 
leadership ability or interest in 
that field. 

3. Elect the person best suited 
to a function, regardless of sex 
or age. We have too long elected 
those who were simply stand-pat- 
ters and obstructionists to posi- 
tions of leadership where they 
did not lead, and have overlooked 
the interest, dedication, and tal- 
(Continued on page 24.) 
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Why Does Theological 
Education Take So Long? 
Weren’t There Good 
Ministers Who Didn’t Have 
So Much Formal Training? 


HE answer to the _ second 

question is, “Of course.” 
There were men who by their 
sincerity of effort, natural ability, 
personal study, and experience 
were excellent pastors, just as 
there were good doctors, law- 
yers, and teachers who didn’t 
have as much training as these 
professions require today. Yet 
these very pastors would be the 
first to say that one should utilize 
all the opportunities for training 
that are available. 

The reason theological training 
takes so long is because the task 
is so demanding that it cannot be 
condensed into less time. Ade- 
quate training for the ministry 
must be built upon a broad and 
solid foundation of learning; that 
is why an A.B. is considered a 
pre-requisite for theological edu- 
cation. 

This also has its requirements. 
Since the pastor’s task is to com- 
municate a message, a certain 
amount of English is required. 
Since he deals with thought, 
since he works with people, since 
he must be aware of the back- 
ground forces of history; he must 
have some philosophy, psychol- 
ogy, and history. Since ours is 
a scientific age, he must be at 
least somewhat familiar with the 
world of science, etc. 

All of this is preparatory to 
theological training. This is the 
background, which the seminary 
assumes and on which the semi- 
nary builds. 

When he arrives at the semi- 
nary in anticipation of entering 
the ministry, there are many 
areas which he must master be- 
fore he will be qualified to serve 
the Church in these days. Ob- 
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viously he must master the 
Scripture, both Old Testament 
and New, so he must have courses 
in Biblical studies. He is a the- 
ologian. He must guide the peo- 
ple in the meaning of their faith, 
so he has courses in Christian 
thought. He cannot either un- 
derstand or serve the Church in 
this century unless he _ under- 
stands the Church throughout all 
the centuries, so he must have 
courses in Church history. The 
gospel must be preached and ap- 
plied in a very difficult and con- 
fused era, so he has courses in 
Christian ethics. 

He is expected to preach ef- 
fectively and well, so he has 
courses in homiletics, or the art 
of preparing and delivering ser- 
mons. He must work with peo- 
ple ‘in all the crisis experiences 
of life, he must visit the sick 
and counsel the troubled; so he 
has courses in pastoral counsel- 
ing and pastoral care. He is 
responsible for the program of 
the church, recruiting leadership 
for it, leading it in stewardship; 
so he has courses in church ad- 


ministration. 


He is the one re- 
sponsible for promotion and 
maintaining of the missionary 
vision of the church, so he has 
courses in missions and the reli- 
gions of the world. He is usually 
responsible for the educational 
activities of the church, its pro- 
gram for children, youth, and 
adults—so he studies religious 
education. 

This is the barest outline. 
These are requirements. 

The answer is simply this: 
Such information, such skills, 
such training cannot be com- 
pleted in less time. Many think 
it should require more. 


Insight From the Scripture: 


“As your days, so shall your 
strength be.” 


Jesus taught that men should 
face the morrow with confidence 
andecourage. ‘Do not be anxious 
about tomorrow,” He said, “for 
tomorrow will be anxious for it- 
self.” (Matthew 6:34) He could 
make such a statement as this 
only because He faced the mor- 
row in an attitude of faith. 

Back in the Book of Deuter- 
onomy is a meaningful sentence 
which assures men that there will 
be strength to do what needs to 


be done. ‘As your days, so shall 
your strength be.” (Deuteron- 
omy 33:25.) 


CERTAINTY 


Life seems oft a long, winding highway 

Wide lanes—marked to guide our route 

Carefree vision focused on what lies ahead 
Mindful not of uncertainies, doubt. 

Unexpected mountains demand strength to climb 
Detours disrupt our plans—annoy so, 

Yet with the map to follow throughout the journey 
The destination is certain—we know. 


Reaching the quiet waters of the river 

We pause by the grassy edge to ‘commune’ 

“The Lord is my Shepherd, that’s all I want” 

The long winding journey of life is o’er, so soon! 
Wider lanes than life offered, unfold beyond 
The horizons where the Master waits 

To welcome his own—they have followed His map 
“Come unto Me” is inscribed on the gates. 


by Grace Yoder 
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Puerto Rican Leader 
Warns of Tactical Attack 
On Public School System 


Hierarchy Against Any Education 
Aid Which Excludes Catholic Schools 


St. Louis (Special)—-The Roman Catholic hierarchy of the United 
States has adopted the official position that it will oppose any federal 
aid for education program that excludes the parochial schools of the 


Roman Catholic Church. 


Announcement of this bid to re- 
ceive support for Roman Catholic 
parochial schools by calling for the 
defeat of any legislation which ex- 
cludes them was made before a 
Congressional committee by Msgr. 
Frederick G. Hochwalt, chairman 
of the education department of the 
National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence. 


Individual Roman Church mem- 
bers of Congress will have to de- 
cide for themselves, “as a matter 
of conscience,” whether to support 
a program of federal aid if provi- 
sions for loans to parochial schools 
are eliminated, “although their 
Church will oppose such a measure,” 
the Roman Catholic prelate told 
Rep. Frank Thompson, Jr. (Dem.- 
N. M.), chairman of the_ special 
House Education Subcommittee 
that was conducting hearings on 
federal aid. 


Meanwhile a group of leading edu- 
cators and public officials and Prot- 
estant clergymen had issued a public 
appeal to the Roman _ Catholic 
hierarchy not to defeat legislation 
for federal aid to education by 
pressing their case for assistance to 
parochial schools. 


However, it was apparent that 
this is precisely the intent of the 
hierarchy. 

Protestant Episcopal Bishop An- 
gus Dun of Washington released 
the statement whose signers in- 
cluded two former presidents of the 
National Council of- Churches—Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake of Philadel- 
phia and Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg 
of St. Louis. 


Also. among the signers was 
Charles P. Taft, a former president 
of the Federal Council of Churches 
and former mayor of Cincinnati; 
President Nathan Pusey of Har- 
vard; President Grayson Kirk of 
Columbia University; President 
Robert Coheen of Princeton Uni- 
versity; and Rabbi Nelson Glueck, 
president of Hebrew Union College. 
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Religious Strife Feared 


Spokesmen for Protestant and 
Jewish groups warned in Washing- 
ton that religious strife and a break- 
down of separation of Church and 
State will result if the federal gov- 
ernment makes loans or grants to 
nonpublic church-related schools. 

Testimony in opposition to pri- 
vate school aid was presented to 
the Senate education subcommittee 
by Dr. C. Emanuel Carlson, execu- 
tive secretary of the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs; Rabbi 
Balfour Brickner of Washington, 
D. C., for the American Jewish 
Congress; and Dr. C. Stanley 
Lowell, associate secretary for Prot- 
estants and Other Americans United 
for Separation of Church and 
State; and Sen. Hipolito Marcano 
of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, past president of the Puerto 
Rico Council of Churches and past 
grand master of the Masonic Grand 
Lodge of Puerto Rico. 


Statement by Marcano 


Senator Marcano, a leader in the 
Puerto Rican legislature and presi- 
dent of the Puerto Rican Federa- 
tion of Labor (AFL-CIO), delivered 
a strong statement on behalf of 
Puerto Rican Protestant groups. 

Senator Marcano said that he 
supports federal aid to education, 
but that “what you are facing here 
is a tactical attack on the public 
school system of our nation by 
those who are not only vehement 
in their unwarranted criticism of 
our public schools, but who would 
gladly substitute for them parochial 
schools supervised, tightly con- 
trolled, and wholly owned by ec- 
clesiastical authorities—although fi- 
nanced with public funds. 

“Their theory is that there should 
be public taxation to support sec- 
tarian parochial schools in the con- 
trol of which the people have no 
representation,” Senator Marcano 
charged, adding: 

“The same issue, 
form, was before 


in a different 
the people of 
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Puerto Rico 
started with a little bill to estab- 
lish religious education at tax ex- 


last November. It 


pense for public school 
through so-called released _ time. 
The bill was . - an attempt to 
cross the wall of complete separa- 
tion of Church and State. 

“In spite of ecclesiastical pressure, 
we defeated this bill in our legis- 
lature. Next, the bishops went out 
and organized a political party 
known as the Christian Action 
Party to be used as a_ political 
weapon of the Church in a frontal 
attack, not only to capture the pub- 
lic schools of Puerto Rico, but also 
to capture the government of Puerto 
Rico. 

“Finally, the Roman Church came 
into the open ... and a pastoral 
letter was issued by the bishops de- 
claring it a sin to vote for the Pop- 
ular Democratic party. The three 
bishops tried to act as _ political 
leaders instead of spiritual pastors 
of their believers.” 


New English Bible 
Is Best-Seller 


NEw YorK—The New Testament 
portion of the New English Bible 
has gone on sale throughout all 
English-speaking countries of the 
world and became an immediate 
best-seller in Britain and the United 
States. 

The new Bible, hailed by scholars 
and religious leaders throughout 
the world, is a translation into con- 
temporary English from the origi- 
nal Hebrew and Greek texts, the 
work of an_ interdenominational 
committee of Biblical scholars rep- 
resenting 11 major church bodies in 
the British Isles. 

Scholars from British universities, 
headed by Prof. C. H. Dodd of Ox- 
ford, spent 13 years on the trans- 
lation, assisted by a secret group of 
literary advisers, including some of 
England’s leading poets and novel- 
ists. 


children 


Consultation on Immigration 


New YorK City—Chester Bowles, 
Under Secretary of State, will ad- 
dress the first National Consultation 
on U.S. Immigration Policy ever 
called by the National Council of 
Churches. 

The consultation will be held 
April 13-14 in Washington, D. C. 
J. Irwin Miller, president of the 
National Council, will open the 
sessions. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


VATICAN DIPLOMATS 


VATICAN CiITYy—Countries main- 
taining a diplomatic representation 
at the Vatican number 47 at pres- 
ent, according to a new official 
“List of the Diplomatic Corps’ is- 
sued by the Vatican Secretariate 
of State. 

The new tabulation shows 35 
countries with embassies, 11 with 
legations and one with a charge 
d’affaires. 


SOS PROGRAM 


New York, N. Y.—The Share Our 
Surplus program of American Prot- 
estant denominations cooperating 
in the relief of hunger among the 
needy overseas is expected to in- 
crease in size up to 10 per cent as 
well as in diet value during the 
coming months. 

The projected increase in the 
SOS program—carrying on distribu- 
tion of approximately 300 million 
pounds of U. S. surplus foods an- 
nually in some 25 areas abroad— 
was announced by Church World 
Service. 


UNITED CHURCH POST 


New YorK—Dr. Sheldon E. Mac- 
key of Philadelphia, secretary of 
the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, has been named to head 
the newly organized Stewardship 
Council of the United Church of 
Christ, it was announced here by 
Dr. Eugene M. Bushong of Detroit, 
council chairman. 


CHURCHMAN’S SEMINAR 


WASHINGTON—M ore than 300 
Protestant ministers and lay leaders 
attended the annual four-day 
Churchmen’s Washington Seminar 
sponsored by the National Council 
of Churches’ Washington office and 
15 cooperating church bodies. 

A high point of the sessions was 
a spirited debate between spokes- 
men for the Democratic and Re- 
publican parties, Rep. Edith Green 
(D.-Ore.), a Disciple, and Rep. Al- 
bert Quie (R.-Minn.). Both are 
dedicated lay church workers. Rep. 
Quie is a Lutheran. 


SUNDAY BILL BEATEN 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—The Indiana 
Senate decisively defeated a bill 
that would have closed virtually 
all business on Sundays. 

The measure got only 8 aye votes, 
against 37 noes. The bill was of- 


fered by the Lake County Council 
of Churches. 
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VISITING PROFESSOR 


New YorK—Anglican Bishop 
Arthur Michael Hollis has been 
named Henry W. Luce visiting pro- 
fessor of world Christianity at Union 
Theological Seminary here. Until 
recently professor of church history 
at United Christian Theological Col- 
lege in Bangalore, India, Bishop 
Hollis served as the Church of 
South India’s first moderator from 
1947 to 1954. 


GERMAN PRELATES 


BERLIN—Dr. Kurt Scharf, vice- 
chairman of the Evangelical Union 
(formerly the Old Prussian Union) 
Church Council and a leader of the 
ecumenical movement, was elected 
here as chairman of the Council of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKID) for the next six years. 


He succeeds Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin, who has held the post 
for 12 years. 


Dr. Hans Puttjarcken of Wies- 
baden, a leading official in the Min- 
istry of Justice of the West German 
State of Hesse, was elected presi- 
dent of the Synod of the Evangel- 
ical Church in Germany at its 
meeting here. 


SECULARISM “DISEASE” 


CuHicaGo—America’s gravest dis- 
ease is not the breakdown in moral 
behavior evidenced by crime statis- 
tics but a secularism which denies 
the existence of moral law, a Paul- 
ist Fathers philosophy professor as- 
serted here. 


Robert A. O’Donnell, C. S. P., a 
faculty member at St. Paul College 
in Washington, D. C., indicated 
secularism as “the common enemy” 
of all American religious groups in 
a sermon at a mass here. 


His sermon was delivered in con- 
nection with the annual observance 
of Catholic Press Month. 


HOMES FOR AGING 


Houston, Texas—An organization 
affliated with the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. (Southern) has 
announced plans to erect a seven- 
story apartment hotel for aging 
citizens. 


Gary Jones, pastor of John Knox 
Presbyterian church of suburban 
Spring Branch, announced the plans 
and said the 216-unit project would 
be carried out by Brazos Presbyte- 
rian Homes, Inc. 











OK’S BIRTH CONTROL 


SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO—A com- 
mission of Disciples meeting here 
commended the Puerto Rican gov- 
ernment for its efforts to curb pop- 
ulation growth and sent a telegram 
to President Kennedy urging that 
the United States make birth con- 
trol information available to all 
countries and cooperate with a 
United Nations study of population 
problems. 

The Commission on Christian Re- 
sponsibility for Rapid Social Change 
of the Disciples of Christ held four- 
day meetings to consider the impact 
of economic and social problems 
here. 


RECORDS FOR BLIND 


NEw YoRK—An Official of the John 
Milton Society for the Blind told 
the agency’s annual meeting here 
that there is a steadily growing de- 
mand for Scripture recordings 
which can be used by blind people 
who cannot learn Braille or other 
systems developed for reading by 
touch. 

Dr. Dwight C. Smith, general sec- 
retary, noted in his annual report 
that an increasing proportion of 
the blind persons in this country 
belong to the older age brackets 
and therefore, due to a decrease of 
the sensitivity of an older person’s 
finger tips, are not able to learn 
Braille reading or, if they learn, do 
not truly “enjoy such reading.” 

The society adopted a_ record 
budget of $168,434 for 1961—more 
than $6,000 above last year’s ap- 
propriations. Included in the budget 
were more than $55,000 for Braille 
printing and Talking Book record- 
ings, and $20,000 in grants and 
scholarships for blind students and 
teacher training. 


LUTHERAN ASSEMBLY 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—The Amer- 
ican Lutheran Church has chosen 
Milwaukee, Wis., as site of its 1962 
general convention—first in history 
of the newly created 2,250,000-mem- 
ber denomination. 

The choice was made here by the 
Church’s joint council. Dates will 
be Oct. 18-24, 1962. 


SAMARITAN DIES 


JERUSALEM—Abisha ben Phineas, 
High Priest of the tiny Samaritan 
Israelite community at Nablus, 
Jordan, died at the age of 85. 


The Samaritans are a remnant 
of the northern tribes of Samaria 
(Shechem) who have remained in 
Nablus since Biblical times. They 
acknowledge as sacred only the 
Pentateuch and the Book of Joshua, 
on which their late High Priest had 
written learned commentaries. 
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WALDENSIAN MISSION 


New YorRK—Tullio Vinay, founder 
and director of Agape, internation- 
ally known youth conference center 
of the Waldensian Church of Italy, 
has begun a special mission in the 
United States with Mrs. Vinay. - 

As consultant for the Commission 
on Ecumenical Mission and Rela- 
tions of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A., Mr. Vinay 
will tour eastern and midwestern 
states, addressing laymen and clergy 
in churches, centers and educational 
institutions. 


R. CATHOLIC PRESSURE 


NEw YorK—A statement assailing 
the federal education aid program 
because it excludes parochial and 
other private elementary and sec- 
ondary schools was read at all 
Masses in some 400 churches in the 
New York Roman Catholic arch- 
diocese. 

Priests read the declaration at the 
request of Msgr. Thomas A. Don- 
nellan, archdiocesan chancellor, act- 
ing on behalf of Francis Cardinal 
Spellman, Archbishop of New York, 
who earlier attacked the program 
as “unfair” to parochial pupils. 

Full text of the statement also 
appeared in the Catholic News, of- 
ficial weekly of the New York 
archdiocese. 


KENNEDY COMMENDED 


DALLAS, TExAS—President Ken- 
nedy was commended by the Texas 
Baptist Christian Life Commission 
for his “clear and forthright stand” 
in specifically excluding parochial 
and other private schools from his 
broad federal aid to education pro- 
gram. 


S. BAPTIST GAINS 


NASHVILLE—Membership in the 
Southern Baptist Convention gained 
by 246,315, or 2.6 per cent, last 
year for a record total of 9,731,591, 
it was reported here. 

Total gifts for all purposes 
reached $480,608,972 compared with 
more than $453,000,000 the previous 
year—a 6 per cent increase. 


“NEUTRALIST” 


STUTTGART, GERMANY—A leading 
German Protestant theologian is 
among the founders of a new 
‘neutralist” party in West Germany 
which political leaders have de- 
nounced as a tool of the East Ger- 
man Communist regime. 

He is Professor Helmut Gollwit- 
zer of West Berlin’s Free Univer- 
sity, a key leader of the anti-atomic 
armament wing of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany and one of the 
chief opponents of Bishop Otto 
Dibelius of Berlin, chairman of the 
EKID Council. 
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GA. SCHOOL ISSUE 


ATLANTA, GA—Groups of min- 
isters in Atlanta and over Georgia 
called here for preservation of open 
schools as the first two Negro stu- 
dents were enrolled at the Uni- 
versity of Georgia. 

A petition favoring “continued 
uninterrupted operation of the uni- 
versity system and the public schools 
of Georgia’ was adopted unan- 
imously at a meeting of the Method- 
ist Atlanta East and West districts 
here. 

The ministers also passed a mo- 
tion supporting Athens clergymen 
and the University of Georgia ad- 
ministration and student body “as 
they take positive leadership in pro- 
ducing a stable Christian atmos- 
phere in which social change can 
take place without disruption of 
orderly processes.” 


JAILED, FREED 


LYNCHBURG, VA.—After serving 18 
days of 30-day sentences for partici- 
pating in a sit-in at a segregated 
lunch counter, six students from 
church-related colleges were re- 
leased for good behavior. 

They had been convicted of 
violating Virginia’s anti-trespass law 
for their part in the peaceful dem- 
onstration at a drugstore. 

Among the four white students 
were two who attend Lynchburg 
College here: James E. Hunter, a 
Disciple, and Terry Brumback. 


ALCOHOLISM CONCERN 


BERLIN—Protestant and Roman 
Catholic authorities in West Ger- 
many are joining together for a 
campaign aimed at halting the ap- 
parent increase in alcoholism evi- 
dent in the country. 

The drive also will be directed 
against the apparent increase of 
narcotic addiction and against the 
growing misuse of tranquilizers. 
Protestant and Catholic leaders 
have made large-scale efforts in 
recent years to curb the increasing 
number of alcoholics—said to be 
about a half million, including some 
50,000 women. 


BAN ON AIR APPEALS 


OtTrawa, CANADA—Canada’s Board 
of Broadcast Governors has banned 
appeals for donations by U. S. reli- 
gious groups over Canada’s air- 
waves. 

Explaining the ban, Dr. Stewart 
said there were a host of “splinter 
denominations,” most of them lo- 
cated in California, which syndicate 
religious programs to Canadian sta- 
tions. Because the U. S. Federal 
Communications Commission does 
not have the same _ regulatory 
powers as the BBG, U. S. stations 
were able to indulge in broadcast- 
ing practices that would not be 
tolerated in Canada, he said. 


—RNS Photo 
THE NEW TESTAMENT portion of 
The New English Bible is examined 
by Ronald Mansbridge (center), of 
Cambridge University Press, and 
Dr. James Z. Nettinga (left) and 
Dr. Arthur P. Whitney, executive 
secretaries of the American Bible 
Society. This copy of the Testa- 
ment jointly published by the Ox- 
ford and Cambridge University 
Presses was presented to the Bible 
Society by Mr. Mansbridge. Dr. 
Whitney is holding an original edi- 
tion of the 1638 Buck-Daniel Bible 
which was one of the first English 
Bibles to try to eliminate printing 
errors, common in earlier editions. 


HEADS N. Y. COUNCIL 


New YorK—Dr. John Sutherland 
Bonnell, minister of Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church for 26 years 
and noted radio preacher, was 
elected president of the Protestant 
Council of the City of New York 
at its annual General Assembly 
here. 


BILLY AND ALC 


MINNEAPOLIS—The church council 
of The American Lutheran Church 
has decided that each ALC con- 
gregation is free to determine its 
own relationship to evangelistic 
crusades conducted by Evangelist 
Billy Graham, a Southern Baptist. 


NEGRO R. CATHOLICS 


WASHINGTON—Negro Catholics in 
the U. S. are increasing in higher 
proportion than white Catholics. 

Also, a larger percentage of 
Negro than white Catholic children 
are enrolled in Catholic Schools. 

The annual report of the Com- 
mission for Catholic Missions 
Among the Colored People and the 
Indians states that 653,217 of the 
18,000,000 Negroes in the country 
are Roman Catholics. 
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When the Going Got Rough 
A Good Excuse Always Justified 
Bill's Failures and Faults... 


... Or Did It? 


TALL, dark-haired young 
man stood across the street 
from the church, staring up at 
the lighted stained-glass win- 
dows. He could hear the muffled 
strains of the organ and the 
voices of the choir rehearsing for 
next Sunday’s service. 
Bill Jordan reached for a cig- 
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arette. His hand was inside his 
leather jacket, grasping the pack 
of cigarettes in his shirt pocket, 
when he paused. A self-dis- 
gusted scowl twisted his lean 
features. 

“Hello, Bill. This is a fine 
evening, isn’t it?’ said a pleas- 
ant male voice. Bill turned and 





Art by Bartig 


recognized Coach Sands. The 
coach wore a grey topcoat and 
his battered grey fedora was 
cocked at a jaunty angle. Coach 
Sands was almost seventy years 
old, but you’d never know it. 
Perhaps working with young men 
kept him young, too. 

“Yes, sir. The air is chilly 
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but the sky is clear,’ Bill mut- 
tered, uncomfortable because of 
the older man’s presence. 

“Tt will be nice when summer 
comes and the church windows 
are open so we can hear the or- 
gan and choir,’’ Coach Sands ob- 
served, evidently in no hurry to 
walk on. “You belong to the 
choir, don’t you, Bill?’”’ he asked 
casually. 

Bill hesitated before nodding. 
He knew what was coming. 

“Yes, I used to sing in the 
choir,” he said evasively. “I 
haven’t been to rehearsals lately, 
though,” he added, deciding to 
save the coach the trouble of 
asking. 

Coach Sands merely grunted, 
saying, “I see.” Which meant 
of course that he didn’t really 
understand at all. 

“There just isn’t enough time 
for a guy to do everything,” Bill 
declared. His voice lacked con- 
viction. The white-haired high 
school coach was looking across 
the street at the lighted church 
windows without giving evidence 
that he’d even heard. 

“Besides,”’ Bill said, ‘“‘my voice 
isn’t what it should be any more. 
I think it’s switching from tenor 
to bass.” 

“Good bass singers are scarce, 
so I hear,” Coach Sands replied. 
“You’ve been having trouble 
with your wind, too, haven’t you, 
Bill? I noticed how you huff and 
puff during baseball practice,” 
he remarked, smiling slightly. 

The lanky junior was all too 
aware of the bulky packet of 
cigarettes in his shirt pocket. 
He quickly removed his hand 
from inside the leather jacket. 
‘T’m still one of the best hitters 
you’ve ever had on the team,” 
he said defensively. 

“You used to be one of the 
best outfielders, too,” Coach 
Sands told him. “Well, good- 
night, Bill,” he said gently as 
he resumed his nightly stroll. 

Bill stared after the elderly 
coach, watching until Mr. Sands 
turned the distant corner. “I 
did it again,” Bill muttered half- 
aloud. He jammed his hands 
savagely into the slash pockets 
of his leather jacket. 
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An alibi artist. That’s what 
he was. He’d discovered that 
when the going got rough or 
when he didn’t want to do some- 
thing difficult or unpleasant, a 
good excuse always served to 
justify his failures and faults. 

Or did it? Bill scowled, lean- 
ing against the lamp post. Oh, 
sure. His alibis worked, all 
right. No more distasteful chores 
around the house. No time-con- 
suming activities such as Bible 
study class, choir rehearsals, or 
part-time jobs. No class plays, 
no debating contests, no floats to 
decorate for the homecoming 
parade. 

A free man. Free to break 
training, to skimp on studying, 
to cut classes, to prowl the town 
at night with a gang of equally 
“free” young toughs. 

Bill twisted his head, hearing 
the squeal of tires on concrete 
as a late model convertible ca- 
reened around the corner and 
sped toward him. 

“Hi, Daddy Long-Legs! Climb 
in!” urged the shrill, whining 
voice of the pudgy blond youth 
behind the wheel. The sloppily 
attired, unkept red-haired young 
thug named Mitch Kuebke who 
sat next to Danny Pollek in the 
front seat shoved open the door 
and beckoned at Bill. 


“T guess I won’t go with you 
guys tonight,” Bill said slowly. 
“T don’t feel much like going 
anywhere. Think I'll head for 
home and go to bed.” 

“What? Can this be our pal 
talking?” smirked Mitch Kue- 
bke, grinning crookedly at the 
plump blond youth behind the 
wheel. “Come on—hop in!” 

Bill studied the leering, loud- 
mannered pair of young men. 
Looking at them, knowing them 
for a couple of selfish, thrill- 
seeking roughnecks, Bill won- 
dered how he could have been 
stupid enough to get involved 
with such insolent, unworthy 
hoodlums. 

He decided that it was high 
time he stopped making excuses. 
He’d been wrong—terribly wrong 
about so many things. No more 
alibis. Now was his chance to 


get squared away. With Mitch 
and Danny. With the world. 
With himself. 


He walked over to the curb, 
fumbling inside his leather jac- 
ket. He gave the crumpled pack 
of cigarettes to Mitch. 

“Here. I won’t be needing 
these,” he said quietly. “And I 
won’t be seeing you fellows any 
more, either—unless you stop 
this foolish chasing around and 
come back to school.” 


Danny Pollek gaped at Bill. 
There was a surprised expression 
on his pudgy features. “Back 
to school!” he exclaimed. “Next 
thing you'll be saying is that we 
ought to go to church!” he said 
shrilly, looking at the brightly 
lighted windows across_ the 
street. 

“That’s where I’m _ going. 
Right now,” Bill declared. There 
was a ring of certainty to his 
voice as he hurried away from 
the car and walked briskly to- 
ward the church. He heard the 
engine roar as the convertible 
raced into the darkness. He 
hoped that Danny Pollek and 
Mitch Kuebke would think about 
how they were ruining and 
wasting their lives. They, too, 
were alibi artists. But they were 
only kidding themselves. 


Bill opened the door and 
stepped into the warmth and 
light of the church. He removed 
his jacket and hurried down the 
carpeted aisle. 

“Sorry I’m late,” he said 
earnestly as he joined the fami- 
liar, friendly group of men and 
women in the choir loft. 

“Better late than never!” said 
lovely Lois Higgins. Lois was 
also a junior at high school and 
she smiled at Bill with lights of 
approval in her dark brown 
eyes. 

Bill opened the hymnal as the 
organ’s mighty tones played the 
introduction and the choir di- 
rector raised his hand, signalling 
for the members to rise. With a 
sense of belonging, of being at 
peace within, Bill took a deep 
breath and his strong bass voice 
joined the beautiful, stirring 
chorus of other voices. 
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Scripture: Job 2:3-6; 19:13-21. 
S THE oldest question of all time, 
“Why did it have to happen to 

me?” Do you suppose that Adam 
and Eve asked this question as they 
left the garden? It occurs all 
through history and one can’t go 
very many days without hearing it 
in our own time. 


This is the question with which 
the Book of Job is concerned. You 
could ask this question and answer 
it in any number of different styles 
of writing. It might be considered 
from a philosophical point of view 
or in straight theological language. 
You might go back prior to the 
time of Job and quote the various 
scriptures on the subject. A poem 
could be written in which the au- 
thor expressed his views on the sub- 
ject. In each case, the point could 
be made and the writer could give 
his answer to this eternal question. 


The Book of Job is a dramatic 
poem. The style and outline of it 
can be easily seen if one wants to 
write down the different stages in 
the movement of the poem. The 
Book of Job is also a part of the 
Holy Bible. It is accepted as the 
revelation of God to man on this 
particular subject. This does not 
mean that God selected the style of 
writing but it does mean that the 
writer understood God’s answer to 
the question. 


We are going to study the Book 
of Job for three Sundays. We be- 
gin today with the second chapter 
which, in most ways, repeats ex- 
periences of the first chapter. I be- 
lieve we did take our text from the 
beginning of the book the last time 
it was studied in the uniform les- 
son series. 


It will be well for teachers to 
read the whole book if you possibly 
can, in preparation for the three 
lessons. For the benefit of all of 
us, the general outline needs to be 
understood. Job is a prosperous 
person with considerable property, 
a loving wife, good children and 
many friends. Satan and God have 
a conversation about him and as 
usual, Satan is trying to persuade 
God that people are not as good as 
they appear. 
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the Righteous Suffer 


the Scriptures Speak .. .” 


At this point we begin to see the 
real drama of the writing. God 
and Satan enter into a contest with 
Job as the unwitting mark of their 
rivalry. Satan says that if Job had 
to suffer a little he would not be 
such an obedient servant. God says 
that he would. So, Job’s troubles 
begin. 

Job 2:3-6 is a repetition of the 
introduction to the first round in 
1:6-12. God had won the first round 
when enough troubles befell Job to 
defeat any ordinary man. Job took 
them all saying, “Blessed be the 
name of the LorD” (1:20). 

Satan knew a good deal about 
the nature of man. He said that 
it was a case of “skin for skin’ and 
that a man would give anything 
“for his life’ (2:4). All the stand- 
ards of goodness and worship of 
God are merely outward veneers of 


by the Editor 


civilized man. When the showdown 
comes he will desert all his prin- 
ciples in order to save his life. Let 
man have a little trouble and he 
will forget all his fine prayers and 
“curse thee to thy face,” said Satan. 
(Verse 5.) 


Once more, the Lord said to 
Satan, “Behold, he is in your power; 
only spare his life.” (Verse 6.) 
The first calamities which came 
upon Job as recorded in the begin- 
ning of the book were all outward. 
He lost his oxen, sheep, camels, 
servants, sons and daughters. These 
are the things and the people in 
whom man has his chief interest, 
to be sure. However, they could 
all disappear and he would remain 
just as he was, for the moment, 
physically speaking. 

The second set of tests strikes 
closer home. That is, the second 
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set so far as today’s lesson is con- 
cerned. There are 15 chapters of 
material in between these two pas- 
sages of scripture and in the suc- 
ceeding lessons we shall pick up 
some of it for study. 

Now we find Job has lost his 
friends, servants, both male and fe- 
male, and he is “repulsive” to his 
wife. (19:17.) His brothers loathe 
him, he has no intimate friends any 
longer and “even young children” 
despise him. (Verse 18.) 

These losses are much closer 
home than the earlier ones, accord- 
ing to Satan’s standard. He thinks 
that one could lose his children and 
his property but if he suffered no 
physical damage himself he had not 
yet been put to the real test. I 
think we would have to say that 


Job does begin to waver somewhat 
as a result of this set of tribula- 
tions. He realizes that he has only 
“escaped by the skin of my teeth.” 
(Verse 20.) Incidentally, he has left 
us a common phrase that is still in 
use today. 

Our text closes with the cry of 
Job that, “the hand of God has 
touched me!” (Verse 21.) Here we 
are back to the concept of evil 
which all the people held in that 
time. God had promised his people 
to bless them if they would serve 
him, since the days of Abraham. 
It was believed that the contrary 
was also true. If people deserted 
God, he would cause them to suffer. 

Now Job is faced with a dilemma. 
He doesn’t understand in what way 
he has failed to do the will of God 


Meaning for Today 


HEN an old drunk gets in the 

way of a passing automobile 
and is killed we do not shed many 
tears. We say in a rather cold and 
calloused calculation: ‘Well, he de- 
served it.” But when an elder in 
the church is taken seriously ill 
with some incurable disease, we 
raise the question, whether we ex- 
press it audibly or not, “Why do 
good people suffer?” This perplex- 
ing question is the problem which 
the Book of Job tackles. 

Faced with the terrible ordeal of 
suffering, man is tempted to doubt 
the goodness of God. This issue is 
posed in Job’s experience as in his 
affliction he questions the justice of 
a universe in which the righteous 
perish and the ungodly flourish. In 
Job’s day there prevailed the idea 
that suffering is the result of un- 
forgiven sin. Since special point is 
made of the fact that Job is a good 
man, one who “was perfect and up- 
right, and one who feared God and 
hated evil,” and yet suffered, al- 
most beyond the imagination, we 
are led to the important insight that 
this simple theory of cause and ef- 
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fect is not an adequate explanation 
for the presence of evil in life. 

We realize that there is suffering 
that is the consequence of sin. God 
forgives, but he does not immune 
us to the result of our sins. We 
must still bear the consequences of 
sin. On the other hand, we realize 
that there is much suffering that 
is not the result of sin. It is a part 
of the mystery of the universe that 
we cannot fully explain, but we 
know that it visits the godly as well 
as the ungodly. 

In the presence of such suffering, 
man cries out, as did Job in this 
story from the Old Testament, 
“Why? Why? Why?” When trib- 
ulation invades our lives personally, 
who is not tempted to cynically cry, 
“Why should this happen to me?” 
Neither in this book, nor elsewhere 
in the Bible, or in the experience 
of life, or in the philosophies of 
men is this question, “Why?” fully 
answered. However, from the ex- 
perience of Job we see that the im- 
portant issue is not the answer to 
this question, but rather a trust in 
God—in his wisdom and in his 


and yet he is suffering. The con- 
clusion must be that God brought 
the suffering because this is the 
way God was thought to operate. 
It is a pathetic cry when Job gives 
the only explanation that he had in 
his religion: ‘(God has touched me.” 

We shall be trying to interpret 
the true nature of suffering in the 
following two lessons. One conclu- 
sion certainly can be reached in this 
study today. The good do suffer. 
Goodness is no protection against 
the troubles, sorrows and woes of 
this life. Neither does God bring 
them upon us “to teach us a les- 
son.” They are a part of the na- 
ture of the universe and of our 
common life together. Our prob- 
lem is to learn how to live with 
troubles. 


strength—that we may experience 
God’s victory even in the presence 
of the most extreme suffering. 

Are not the insights that we gain 
from this Old Testament book very 
similar to the attitude of Jesus to- 
ward this age-old problem of suffer- 
ing. Jesus does not answer the 
question, “Why?” any more than 
does this book except for the answer 
that we can discern in his cross. In 
the face of trouble, Jesus simply 
said: “In the world you shall have 
tribulation, but be of good courage, 
for I have overcome the world.” 
He recognized suffering as a part 
of life, but offered no explanation 
for its origin, but rather offered 
resources by which we can live vic- 
toriously in the face of suffering, 
trial and tribulation. 

As we have seen from our con- 
sideration of the Scripture for this 
lesson, God does not cause sickness 
and suffering, nevertheless, he can 
use these evils for man’s good. A 
person recently told me of his ex- 
perience as he lay suffering from 
a heart attack. He said, “Until I 
was flat on my back, I did not take 
time to look up.” He had never 
taken God seriously; he never had 
time for the church or Christian 
service, until he was in a position 
where he was forced to look up—up 
to God. * Through this ordeal of suf- 
fering, he entered into a real and 
vital relationship with God. Today 
he is well and working earnestly in 
his church—fully committed to 
Christ and the great enterprise of 
Kingdom building. Out of suffer- 
ing, can come blessing. This is the 
expression of James, our Lord’s 
brother, in the memory selection 
for today’s lesson: “Blessed is the 
man who endures trial, for when 
he has stood the test he will receive 
the crown of life... .” 
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Garland Farmer Returns 
For U.S. Conferences 


Congo Church Is 
Strong in Crisis 


INDIANAPOLIS—Although the Con- 
golese church still is in a crisis, it 
has proved its ability to stand up 
under stress, the administrative 
field secretary for the Congo mis- 
sion of the Christian Churches said 
here March 20, 


Garland S. Farmer, who returned 
to the United States for a series of 
conferences, said the church in 
Congo needs leaders, funds and the 
“moral support of missionaries.” 


“That the church did not collapse 
is the most encouraging sign of all,” 
he said on his arrival from the 
strife-torn land. 

Farmer, liaison between the 
United Christian Missionary Society 
and the church in Congo said Con- 
golese want missionaries. 

“I certainly hope and pray all of 
our missionaries can be back on the 
field this summer,” he said. The 
Disciples now have 31 missionaries, 
approximately half of their full 
force, on duty in Congo’s Equator 
Province. 


While he is in the states, the 
mission administrator will meet 
with Congo missionaries on fur- 


lough to orient them for their re- 
turn. He is in the States at the 
request of the department of Africa 
of the United Society. 

The increasing problems in ship- 
ping equipment and changes in the 
organization of the Congolese 
church are among matters Farmer 
expects to discuss in conferences 
across the nation. 

Since the Disciples temporarily 
withdrew most of their missionaries 
from the new African nation last 
summer, a sweeping reorganization 
of the church in Congo has been 
completed. This restructuring, un- 
der way before trouble broke out, 
has given nationals more responsi- 
bility for church affairs through 
representative councils. 

Farmer said he has_ observed 
many “individual examples of loy- 
alty” among Congolese Christians. 

“Here are people who have 
learned what the church should be 
and are standing up against what 
is not Christian,” he said. 


Missionaries are still needed to 
staff schools and hospitals and to 
train the church’s leaders. 
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GARLAND FARMER (left) hopes all 

Congo Disciples’ missionaries can be 

back on the field this summer. At 

right is Robert G. Nelson, executive 

for the United Society’s Africa de- 
partment. 


“There are a lot of frustrating 
experiences for missionaries in 
Congo,” the field secretary reported. 
“But you don’t hear anyone talking 
about going home.” 

Also participating in the confer- 
ences will be Robert G. Nelson, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the department 
of Africa for the United Society. 

Farmer also is visiting with his 
wife and children, who have been 
living in Texarkana, Texas, since 
their evacuation from the Congo 
last summer. His family probably 
will join him in Africa at the end 
of the school year. 


Russell Harrison Preacher 
Disciple Is Easter 
Speaker in Chicago 


CuHicaco—Russell F. Harrison, ex- 
ecutive secretary of The United 
Christian Missionary Society’s de- 
partment of world outreach edu- 


cation, was the speaker for the 
Greater Chicago Easter Sunrise 
Service. 


The service was held in the new 
Lakefront Exposition Center. This 
was the first religious service to be 
held in the new building which is 
three blocks long and cost $35 mil- 
lion. 

Participants in the worship serv- 
ice were Jim Stewart and Norman 
Ross, Chicago television comenta- 
tors. 

Two Chicago radio stations broad- 
cast the full hour service of music 
and worship and Mr. Harrison spoke 
on the theme “Light in a Dark 
World—the Dynamic of Christian 
Hope.” 


Convention Committee 
Chairmen Appointed 


Kansas City, Mo.—Chairmen have 
been named for the local commit- 
tees that will make arrangements 
for the 1961 assembly of the In- 
ternational Convention of Christian 
Churches scheduled here next fall. 

Everett H. Kussmann, an elder 
in Grandview Christian Church in 
Kansas City, Kan., has been named 
general chairman of the local com- 
mittees. He appointed four vice- 
chairmen, a secretary and a treas- 
urer. 

Vice-chairman Gerald B. Martin, 
a member of Cherokee Christian 
Church in Prairie Village, Kan., 
will supervise committees on chil- 
dren’s activities, halls and meeting 


places, publicity and pre-registra- 
tion. 
Under Vice-chairman John A. 


Mitchell of First Christian Church 
in Independence, Mo., are commit- 
tees on local transportation, the 
prayer room, decorations and the 
convention office. 

Cecil McGee of University Heights 
Christian Church in Kansas City, 
Mo., is the vice-chairman respon- 
sible for committees on pulpit sup- 
ply, the convention communion 
service, ushers, music and worship. 

Vice-chairman in charge of com- 
mittees on reception and hospitality, 
personal’ services, housing and 
tickets is Chester F. Heady, Sr., of 
Broadview Christian Church, Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 





EVERETT H. KUSSMANN, Kansas 
City, Kan. (right), general chairman 
of local arrangements committees 
for the 1961 annual assembly of the 
International Convention, discusses 
preparations with Harrell A. Rea 
(left), executive secretary of the 
Christian Church Commission in the 
Kansas City area, and Gaines M. 
Cook, executive secretary of the 
International Convention. 
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Being Conducted by Disciples 
In Washington and New York 


Brotherhood News 


Youth International Affairs Seminar 


INDIANAPOLIS—For the first time an international affairs seminar 
is being planned for young people of the Christian Churches (Disci- 
ples of Christ) through The United Christian Missionary Society. 


Participating youth will pay their 
own expenses, but leadership will 
be provided so that they may see 
United Nations operations in New 
York City and U.S. Government ac- 
tivities in Washington, D. C., from 
April 16 through April 21. 

The program will open with a 
session at Park Avenue Christian 
Church in New York City on Sun- 
day afternoon. Tour of UN head- 
quarters will be held on Monday. 
Talks will be given by representa- 
tives of the UN Secretariat and the 
National Council of Churches of 
Christ (U.S.A.). 


Representatives of the United 
Arab Republic and the government 
of Israel will speak on Tuesday. 
Seminar youth will also learn about 
the UN technical assistance and 
mediation programs. On Wednes- 
day they will hear Samuel Guy In- 
man, former missionary and au- 
thority on Latin American affairs, 
along with delegates from Latin 
American countries. 

On Wednesday they will take a 
special bus to Washington, expect- 
ing to arrive in time for a church 
night dinner at the National City 
Christian Church. On Thursday 
they will attend congressional com- 
mittee hearings and visit the House 
and Senate in plenary sessions. 
Rep. Edith Green of Oregon, a 
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THE NEW BUILDING of the First Christian Church in Junction City, Ore., 


was dedicated in December. 
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member of the Christian Church, is 
to speak. The group also will at- 
tend a dinner at the Ninth Street 
Christian Church, where Michael 
Amrine, author of the book, The 
Great Decision, will talk. On Fri- 
day the group will visit the State 
Department to learn about Latin 
American policies and other mat- 
ters of U.S. Foreign relations. 


Veteran Norwood, Ohio, 
S.S. Teacher Honored 


Norwoop, OnHlo—Mrs. Alice M. 
Crane, teacher of the Alice Crane 
Bethany Daughters’ Class at the 
Christian Church here, was honored 
March 10 with a party celebrating 
her ninety-third birthday. 

Fifty-five class members attended. 
Gifts from the class were presented, 
and the following tribute to her 
Christian life and example was 
read: 


“Her hands stretch out to share 
his love, 
With her Bible as her guide. 
Her life is ‘others,’ like him 
above; 
Faithful love—proved , tested, 
tried.” 
Mrs. Crane has taught the class 
for more than 38 years. 





Gilbert Knox is the minister. 
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Wilburn Dean at 
College of Bible 


LEXINGTON, KENTUCKy—Dr. Ralph 
G. Wilburn, professor of historical 
theology at The College of the Bi- 
ble here, has been named dean of 
the seminary. 

Dean Wilburn 
succeeds the late 
Myron T. Hop- 
per, who died 
last August. 
Since Jan. 1 Dr. 
Wilburn has 
been serving as 
chairman of the 
faculty. 

A native of 
Emporia, Kan., 
Dean Wilburn 
received the B.A. 
degree from the 
University of California, the M.A. 
and Ph.D. degrees from the Divinity 
School of the University of Chicago. 

Before coming to The College of 
the Bible in 1957, Dean Wilburn 
held pastorates in Berkeley, Calif., 
Chicago and Los Angeles. He 
taught at George Pepperdine Col- 
lege from 1944 to 1951 and at the 
Graduate Seminary of Phillips Uni- 
versity, Enid, Okla., from 1951 to 
1957. 





Dean Wilburn 


To New Ministries 


@ Sloan Gentry will become minister 
of First Church, Tulsa, Okla., April 
16, concluding a 14-year pastorate 
with First Church, Longview, Texas. 
He succeeds Dr. Hallie Gantz, who 
recently became president of Phillips 
University, Enid, Okla. 


@James L. Christensen has been 
called as the minister for Central 
Christian Church, Enid, Okla., from 
the pastorate of First Church, San 
Angelo, Texas. 


@R. C. Mowery will be serving as 
interim minister at First Church, 
Mitchell, Ind., until May 1. 


@ Dan E. Huff will begin his min- 
istry today (April 9) with Linwood 
Church, Indianapolis, Ind. He comes 
to Linwood following a five-year 
pastorate with the Christian Church 
in Augusta, Ind. 


@ George West has been called to 
serve as minister for First Church, 
Lanett, Ala., following a pastorate 
with First Church, Melbourne, Fla. 
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Marcus Bryant to 
Teach Applied Christianity 


Drake Divinity School 
Faculty Appointment 


Des MOINES—Appointment of 
Marcus D. Bryant of Waukegan, 
Ill., to the faculty of The Divinity 
School at Drake University has been 
announced here by Dean John E. 
McCaw. 

Dr. Bryant will join the Drake 
faculty next fall as an assistant 
professor of applied Christianity, 
with specific responsibility in the 
field of Christian education. He has 
been pastor of the First Christian 
Church, Waukegan, for three years. 

“Dr. Bryant will continue The 
Divinity School’s emphasis on Chris- 
tian education,” said Dean McCaw, 
“both within the bachelor of divin- 
ity training of the pastor and in 
the expanding master’s program in 
religious education.” 

A graduate of Lynchburg College 
in Lynchburg, Va., Dr. Bryant re- 
ceived the master of arts degree 
from Columbia University. He 
earned the bachelor of divinity de- 
gree from The College of the Bible 
in 1953 and the doctor of philos- 
ophy degree from the University 
of Nebraska in 1958. 

Dr. Bryant has served as a min- 
ister of education at Christian 
churches in Lincoln, Neb., and 
Briarcliff Manor, N. Y. 

Dr. Bryant succeeds Lester Ramp- 
ley, who will join the faculty of 
The College of the Bible as succes- 
sor to the late Myron T. Hopper, 
professor Christian education. 

Dr. Bryant is married and has 
a son and a daughter. Mrs. Bryant 
is the daughter of Dwight Steven- 
son, professor of homiletics at The 
College of the Bible. 


Hiram Professor Awarded 
NSFF Fellowship at U.C. 


HirAM, OHI0O—Wendell G. John- 
son, professor of mathematics here 
at Hiram College, has been awarded 
a National Science Foundation 
Faculty Fellowship for study and 
research at the University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, for the 1961-62 
academic year. 

Professor Johnson, who has been 
on the Hiram faculty since 1957, 
received his B.A. degree from Phil- 
lips University, his M.A. degree 
from University of Michigan and 
his Ph.D. degree from Syracuse 
University. 
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Formal Installation for 
Hallie Gantz at Phillips 


ENID, OKLA.—Hallie G. Gantz, 
president of Phillips University 
here, will be formally installed in 
his office at inauguration ceremonies 
scheduled Oct. 12. 

A release from the Phillips Uni- 
versity public relations department 
said inauguration was planned in 
connection with the annual Found- 
ers’ Day activities. 

It has also been announced that 
B. Kenneth Lewis, acting dean of 
the university’s college of arts since 
last August, has been promoted to 
dean by the university Board of 
Trustees. Former dean J. Clifford 
Shirley has been named _ distin- 


-guished professor of biology and G. 


Edwin Osborn of The Graduate 
Seminary was named distinguished 
professor of preaching. 

Dean Stephen J. England, of the 
Graduate Seminary, reaches retire- 
ment age this summer but he has 
been asked to serve until a suc- 
cessor can be named. When a new 
dean is appointed Dr. England will 
receive the rank of distinguished 
professor of New Testament. 


Inauguration Is Set for 


College’s New President 


FULTON, Mo.—The board of di- 
rectors of William Woods College 
here has set April 15 as the date of 
the inauguration of the college’s 
tenth president, Dr. R. B. Cutlip. 

In its semi-annual meeting held 
on the William Woods campus, the 
board met in a day-long session 
to take action on a number of mat- 
ters of importance to the 9l-year- 
old, two-year college for women. 

Enlarging its own membership, 
the board voted to full membership 
the father of a current William 
Woods College junior student. He 
is James A. Magruder, executive 
vice-president of Holly Oil Com- 
pany, Colorado Springs. 

A native of Hattiesburg, Miss., 
he is a graduate of Louisiana State 
University. He is a director of 
four corporations, a member of the 
Society of Petroleum Engineers of 
AIME, and is listed in several 
“Who’s Who” volumes. 


GRATITUDE is the mother of all 
virtues and it springs from an 
awareness of God’s goodness to us. 
—BISHOP ARTHUR J. Moore, To- 
gether. 


Lester Rampley Comes 
To Faculty in June 


College of the Bible 


Names R.E. Professor 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Lester C. Ramp- 
ley has been named professor of 
religious education at The College 
of the Bible here. Announcement 
was made by President Riley B. 
Montgomery. 

An alumnus of the seminary, Dr. 
Rampley received the master of 
religious education degree there in 
1948. Dr. Rampley was born in 
Illinois and attended Carthage Col- 
lege, where he received the B.A. 
degree. He holds the B.D. and 
Th.D. degrees from the Pacific 
School of Religion, Berkeley, Calif. 

He has taught religious education 
courses at Pacific School of Reli- 
gion and, most recently, at The 
Divinity School of Drake University, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 

Dr. Rampley and his wife, the 
former Mildred Jarvis of Asheville, 
N. C., will move to Lexington on 
June 1. He will teach a course 
during the summer school session. 

During his years of study at The 
College of the Bible, Dr. Rampley 
served as director of religious edu- 
cation and music at First Christian 
Church, Winchester, Ky. 





AN OIL PORTRAIT of the late 
President O. L. Shelton was pre- 


sented to Christian Theological 
Seminary in Indianapolis, Ind., by 
the faculty at a special ceremony 
of unveiling on Feb. 21. Edmund 
Brucker, professor in John Herron 
Art Institute, painted the portrait 
on commission from the seminary 
faculty. James Blair Miller, chair- 
man of the memorial committee, 
presented the portrait to the sem- 
inary on behalf of the faculty. 
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—CREATED TO SERVE 
(Continued from page 7.) 


After careful examination of our 
total commitments, the U.S. De- 
partment of Internal Revenue has 
ruled that the Christian Board of 
Publication is operated as an “in- 
tegral agency of the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ).” We 
believe that this is true and we 
propose to keep it so. 

Many men and women have con- 
tributed of their means and of their 
lives to the building of this institu- 
tion. We would pay loving tribute 
to each and every one of these 
though it is not possible to list 
them all or to indicate the order 
of their preferment. 

Two men stand out above all the 
rest. It seems proper to close the 
golden anniversary observance of 
the founding of Christian Board of 
Publication with brief words of ap- 
preciation for R. A. Long, its 
founder who served as president of 
the board for almost twenty-five 
years, and for Oreon E. Scott who, 
first as secretary and later as presi- 
dent and chairman of its board of 
directors, helped direct its affairs, 
acting as the administrative head 
of the organization in 1951 and 1952. 


R. A. Long 


We have already spoken of R. A. 
Long and the part he had in the 
beginnings and growth of the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication. This is 
but one of the many contributions 
this devout layman made to the 
witness for Christ across the years 
and around the world. 

In addition to Christian Board of 
Publication, we note the Margaret 
K. Long School for Girls in Tokyo 
built in memory of his mother; his 
contribution to the Men and Mil- 
lions Movement; his planning for 
and support of the National City 
Christian Church. These are but 
some of the monuments which do 
live after him. No one knows— 
perhaps not even he, himself, knew 
—the total of his contributions to 
undertakings and causes that were 
dear to him. 

R. A. Long was a man of deep 
feeling, sentimental to a degree not 
often appreciated even by those 
who knew him well. He came from 
the Centennial Convention in Pitts- 
burgh to address the students in 
the chapel of Bethany College. 
Calling attention to the mud on his 
shoes, and there was a great deal 
of it, yellow limestone mud with 
which the students contended day 
after day, he said, “I am not apolo- 
gizing for this mud on my shoes. 
To me this is sacred mud made so 
by the footsteps of Thomas and 
Alexander Campbell, and I intend 
to take some of it back with me 
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to my home in Kansas City.” Over 
the years my sister has told how 
he stood by while she wrapped 
these muddy shoes in newspapers 
and placed them in his suitcase for 
the trip back home to Missouri. 


Oreon E. Scott 


Oreon E. Scott came to St. Louis 
in 1896. He was made welcome 
in the home of Dr. J. H. Garrison. 
He had many meals with the family 
in those first days. In return he 
read proof for THE CHRISTIAN-EVAN- 
GELIST and helped out in other ways. 
By 1909 he was one-third owner of 
the Christian Publishing Company. 
Along with others he sold his stock 
to Mr. Long and pledged his help 
in the effort to form a brotherhood 
publishing house. This pledge he 
kept till his death, January 9, 1956. 

Mr. Scott also was a man of deep 
sentiment, treasuring the past while 
building for the future. Records 
show that the appraisers of his 
estate found among his personal 
papers a stock certificate for six 
hundred shares of stock in the 
Christian Publishing Company and 
appraised it at $100 pershare, After 
a thorough and searching examina- 
tion of its history, his executors re- 
ported, “Found to be of no value.” 
We are sure that the appraisers 
and the executors could not under- 
stand how “valuable” this paper 
was to its owner that he should 
treasure it or how much satisfac- 
tion he got out of the success of 
the enterprise he helped to direct. 

Five years after his death, Mr. 
Scott’s estate is still not settled 
finally, but distributions already 
made by the executors indicate his 
interest and concern in the total 
life of the brotherhood of Disciples 
of Christ. Payments are reported 
as being made from his estate to 
Drake University, Culver-Stockton 
College and to Union Avenue Chris- 
tian Church in fulfillment of ex- 
pressed commitments by Mr. Scott. 
A similar item affecting National 
City Christian Church is still in 
process of adjustment. 

There is the record of the pay- 
ment of $246,150.89 to The United 
Christian Missionary Society in 
“full settlement of allowed and 
pending claims.” 

Dr. A. Dale Fiers, president of 
The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety, furnished us with the follow- 
ing statement: 

“Over a period of years, begin- 
ning in the early 1920’s, The United 
Christian Missionary Society made 
certain investments through the 
firm of Oreon E. and R. G. Scott, 
in first mortgages and first mort- 
gage bonds secured by real estate 
in St. Louis, Missouri. 

“Arising out of these transactions, 
The United Christian Missionary So- 


city at the time of the death of Mr. 
Oreon E. Scott held promissory 
notes of the firm of Oreon E. and 
R. G. Scott, on which claims were 
filed against the Estate of Mr. 
Oreon E. Scott. These claims were 
allowed by the Court in the amount 
of $246,150.89, which claims have 
been paid in full.” 


It is our understanding that these 
promisory notes, as well as others 
which had been paid by Mr. Scott 
during his lifetime, were given in 
fulfillment of Mr. Scott’s guarantee 
to the officers of The United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society that he 
would secure the Society against 
loss on any investments made with 
his firm or on his recommendation. 

During the great depression of 
the 1930’s, Mr. Long and Mr. Scott 
were both faced with financial diffi- 
culties. The Long-Bell Lumber Com- 
pany, the largest lumber company 
in the world, was unable to meet 
certain of its obligations, yet when 
certain of its creditors asked that 
a receiver be appointed, the Court 
refused to remove Mr. Long, then 
eighty-two years of age, from the 
active management of the affairs of 
the company he had built. 

Mr. Scott found himself in the 
same position with commitments 
far beyond the then value of his 
resources, but when he discussed 
the matter with his bankers in St. 
Louis they not only refused to take 
over his assets but urged him to 
continue to direct his many and 
varied undertakings which he did 
to the profit of all concerned. 


It was during this time and later 
that Mr. Scott executed specific 
agreements and promissory notes in 
fulfillment of his commitments in 
connection with investments of 
United Society funds. At that time 
many of his friends doubted that 
he would ever be able to meet these 
obligations. It is not generally 
known, but is a part of the rec- 
ord, that through the years Mr. 
Scott kept certain securities and 
assets set aside and clearly desig- 
nated to cover these obligations. 
Also available to us is information 
that Mr. Scott, during his lifetime, 
made substantial payments on ac- 
count of these obligations to The 
Society for principal and interest. 
His many friends will rejoice to 
know that all these obligations have 
been “paid in full.” 

Also recommended by the execu- 
tor at this time is payment to the 
Oreon E. Scott Foundation of 
$369,191.82. Many will recall that 
this foundation was established as 
an irrevocable trust in the amount 
of $500,000 in 1950. We are as- 
sured by the executor that under 
the terms of Mr. Scott’s will the 
total in the foundation will be sub- 


(Coninued on page 23.) 
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Brotherhood News 


Dedication of Facilities 
Major Step for Puerto Ricans 


La Hermosa Progress in New York 


NEw YoRK—Dedication services were held Feb. 11 for the new 
facilities of La Hermosa Christian Church at 110th Street and Fifth 


Avenue here. 


A. Dale Fiers of Indianapolis, 
president of The United Christian 
Missionary Society, gave the dedi- 
cation address. A resume of his 
message in Spanish was provided by 
Rafael Cotto, pastor of the Church 
of the Good Shepherd in Harlem. 

Jesse M. Bader, general secre- 
tary of the World Convention of 
Churches of Christ (Disciples), 
brought greetings from guests and 
friends. Prayers were given by F. 
L. Rivera of the First Spanish 
Christian Church in Brooklyn; Sam- 
uel Guy Inman of the La Hermosa 
Cultural Center committee; and 
Chester A. Sillars executive secre- 
tary of the Northeastern Area 
Christian Churches. 

Other Christian Churches’ repre- 
sentatives were Jose Eraso, presi- 
dent of the administrative board of 
the Christian Churches of Puerto 
Rico; Roy G. Ross, general secre- 
tary of the National Council of 
Churches (U.S.A.); Austin M. 
(Mack) Warner, former missionary 
to Japan who is executive secretary 
of the Manhattan division of the 
Protestant Council of New York 
City; and J. Clinton Bradshaw, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the department 
of church development of The 
United Christian Missionary Society. 

Over 600 people were present for 
the dedication service. An 80-voice 
choir sang two anthems. A fellow- 
ship period followed in the social 
hall. 

The congregation of more than 
400 persons has transformed the 
second floor of the former catering 
hall (known as the Park Palace 
property) into a worshipful sanctu- 
ary. They have painted and reno- 
vated it and have provided $30,000 
for pews, carpeting, piano, organ 
and other equipment. 

The story of the congregation is 
one of growth and improvement in 
the face of many obstacles. About 
22 years ago, a few Protestants 
from Puerto Rico settled in the 
area around East 110th Street. 
They rented a small store front and 
then grew to the point of buying 
an abandoned house, remaking it 
into a church. 

A crisis arose when the New 
York City Housing Project an- 
nounced the demolition of the old 
tenements in that section. In 1959 
the church’s property at 66 East 
110th Street was surrendered and 
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the congregation moved temporarily 
to 15 East 111th Street. 

Word of the challenge of the 
La Hermosa witness was taken to 
the 1957 International Convention 
assembly at Des Moines, Iowa. The 
convention voted to approve a plan 
to raise $500,000 for the New York 
Puerto Rican work. La Hermosa 
congregation agreed to take respon- 
sibility for $100,000. The United 
Society agreed to assist in raising 
the convention-pledged funds 
through its Capital for Kingdom 
Building appeal. 

A piece of property was bought 
in 1959, but this proved to be too 
small for both a church (La Her- 
mosa) and an adjoining cultural 
center. The United Society then 
assisted in obtaining the Park Pal- 
ace property, which is the new 
home of La Hermosa. 

The Park Palace Theater was 
purchased at a cost of $265,650. If 
an entirely new church building 
had been built, equal in size to this 
theater building, it would have cost 
over $100,000 extra. 

During the past five years the 


AMONG PARTICIPANTS in dedica- 
tion services were (from left): 
World Convention General Secre- 
tary Jesse M. Bader, Pastor Apo- 
lonio Melecio and Advisory Commit- 
tee Chairman Samuel Guy Inman. 


Photos by Thomas P. Inabinett 


THE CHOIR SINGS during dedica- 

tion ceremonies for the new facili- 

ties of the La Hermosa Church in 
New York City. 





To NCCJ Post 


FAIRFIELD, IOowA—Donald A. Eagle, 
for the past five years minister of 
First Christian Church here, began 
work in Des Moines, March 15, as 
regional director of the Iowa and 
Quad-cities region of the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews. 

During his ministry 134 additions 
were received, the budget was in- 
creased, indebtedness was reduced 
and improvements were made in 
the church plant. 

Mr. Eagle holds the bachelor of 
arts degree from Drake University 
and the bachelor of divinity degree 
from The Divinity School of Drake. 
Mrs. Eagle is a graduate of Earl- 
ham College. The Eagles have two 
children: David, 8, and Jane, 6. 


La Hermosa congregation has raised 
in cash $81,500.00 toward the pur- 
chase of the Park Palace Theater 
building, its remodeling and its new 
furnishings. 

The La Hermosa Church building, 
which has just been dedicated, to- 
gether with the projected new 
Puerto Rican Cultural Center, will 
represent a cost of approximately 
$1,500,000. 


The minister of La Hermosa 


Church is Apolonio Melecio. 































































































































Disciples 


Directors 


Making | 
Progress 


by Lee Stiles 


National Fellowship of Disciples Directors has come of age, accord- 
ing to Miss Mabel Metze, United Society staff advisor, and she feels 
it is time the church knew of their progress. 


This year marks the sixteenth 
year of the existence of this organi- 
zation which is for persons em- 
ployed in the ministry of Christian 
education. It has grown in mem- 
bership from about 30 to almost 200. 

Miss Metze feels that the mem- 
bers of National Fellowship of Dis- 
ciples Directors themselves have 
grown and matured through the 
past years, even as the organization 
has. The result is, she says, that 
it has become “a serious profes- 
sional organization.” 

Further, “Its members are con- 
tinually searching for deeper in- 
sight into the meaning of the min- 
istry of Christian education and for 
more effective ways to minister to 
their churches through Christian 
education.” 


Growth in Evidence 


This growth was in evidence as 
NFDD met in St. Louis, Feb. 10-12, 
to consider “The Director’s Stake 
in Our Half Million.” The emphasis 
was on family life education, and 
major speaker was the former head 
of Christian Family Life for the 
United Society, Dr. Richard E. Lentz. 
With his new work in church-wide 
leadership development, he was 
doubly prepared to guide the group 
as they searched through the many 
aspects and problems of family life 
programs. 


Problem Areas 


Major problem areas considered 
in small group discussions were 
working with parents, the church’s 
ministry to families of service per- 
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sonnel, preparing young people for 
marriage, relating to “problem 
families,” single person in family 
program, senior families, one par- 
ent families and families with handi- 
capped members. 


In addition to the February meet- 
ing, a fellowship meeting, usually 
a luncheon, is held during the an- 
nual assembly of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches. 

To aid its members, NFDD pub- 
lishes ‘News Notes” four times a 
year. This helps directors keep in- 
formed of happenings of interest in 
Christian education. ‘News Notes” 
are sent as a courtesy to all em- 
ployed educational workers in local 
churches. NFDD encourages the 
organization of state and city fel- 
lowships of educational workers. 


Membership 


Any person employed in the Chris- 
tian education ministry of the Chris- 
tian Churches is invited to become 
a member of NFDD. 

Miss Metze says, “Our churches 
will do well to give opportunity to 
this fine group of men and women 
to make their full contribution to 


make their full contribution to 
brotherhood life. There is a great 
potential within those who serve 


our churches in the ministry of 
Christian education.” 

Jerry Thompson, Oklahoma City, 
is chairman; Don Scott, Lexington, 
Ky., is program chairman; Martha 
Clevenger, Shaker Heights, Ohio, is 
secretary-treasurer. 


NH 


Brotherhood News 
—CREATED TO SERVE 


(Continued from page 21.) 


stantially 
come. 
This Oreon E. Scott Foundation 
supports the annual ministers’ 
breakfast at the assemblies of the 
International Convention. Its di- 
rectors are charged to give special 
support to the concerns and needs 
of many brotherhood enterprises. 


The Future 


At the Christian Board of Pub- 
lication steps are being taken to 
provide additional facilities for in- 
creased services to the Christian 
Churches in the Decade of Decision 
and beyond. 

An addition to our plant was 
made in 1960. Additional land has 
been acquired adjacent to the pres- 
ent properties. Construction is now 
underway on a new building which 
will extend from the present east 
building to Jefferson Avenue. The 
building is to be approximately 279 
feet long by 80 feet wide and will 
provide facilities for the headquar- 
ters of the National Benevolent As- 
sociation as well as for expanding 
operations of the Board. 


increased in years to 
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USING BONDS 
TO 
BUILD CHURCHES 


A new book on a new 
subject. The author 
Judge J. S. Bracewell 
has used this plan in 
4,000 churches of all 
denominations raising 
200 million dollars. He gives a 

simple step by step analysis of 

issuing and selling Church Bonds. 


$1.50 paper; $2.00 cloth. Order from: 


CALIFORNIA BAPTIST COLLEGE 
8432 Magnolia Ave., Riverside, Calif. 
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—Functional Pattern 
(Continued from page 9.) 


ents of women and young adults. 


4. Elect members of the depart- 
ments, and call them deacons. They 
would also be performing a function 
rather than filling a vague posi- 
tion. 


5. Let the functional elders meet 
with the minister in a church 
council, in place of an official board. 
(Brief pause for screams of an- 
guish.) The church board has 
gained sanctity through long usage 
among Disciples; but try to find a 
New Testament precedent for it! 


Sometimes the elders of a church 
under the traditional set-up decide 
that they should be more aggressive 
in the exercise of their, position. 
What this generally amounts to is 
a grab for power. Elders in the 
New Testament were not expected 
to exercise authority, but to exer- 
cise leadership! 

Some of the objections are ob- 
vious. Some may wonder, What 
about the observance of the Lord’s 
Supper? How do you have “pray- 
ers” and “tray-carriers” ready to 
serve if you have not elected elders 
and deacons for that purpose? The 
answer is, let the worship depart- 
ment appoint and schedule those 
who will pray and serve the table, 
choosing from the whole congrega- 
tion. The New Testament does not 
say that elders are to pray at the 
table and deacons are to pass the 
communion trays. Use anyone who 
is qualified, and use them all. 

Another objection: “Why not do 
it the other way around, appointing 
the elders we already have as chair- 
men, and deacons as members of 
the departments?” This is putting 
the cart before the horse; it is 
perpetuating the old emphasis on 
official positions while neglecting 
the New Testament principle of 
function; and it overlooks the fact 
that sometimes those who are now 
serving as elders hold that position 
simply because they can pray in 
public, with no further leadership 
qualifications. Fortunately, this is 
not the rule, and many who are 
now elders and deacons would cer- 
tainly be elected under the new 
plan; but some would not. 

There are surely other objections 
which will and should arise. Per- 
haps some other functional system 
will be developed in the future 
which will give even greater scope 
to the efficient and spiritual man- 
agement of the church, while re- 
taining the ideal of congregational 
autonomy. If so, let us welcome it 
as the working of the Spirit, rather 
than clinging to the past because of 
a misplaced reverence for a tradi- 
tional pattern. 
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I ruts in the Nae 


By Frank Johnson Pippin 


The Gates of the Years 


HEARD a clanging door at my 

back. I turned in half fear to 
see it closed—closed forever beyond 
my human strength to open it again. 
I stood in a narrow corridor, door- 
less on both sides the whole length 
of its span as far as I could see. 
I could go only one way now— 
forward. I advanced slowly a few 
paces and out of a clearing mist I 
saw twin gates of gold and heard 
the music of ringing bells. 

Suddenly the gates began to swing 
ajar and from the opening I saw 
an outstretched hand. I heard the 
voice of the hand beckoning me: 
“Come, my son, place your hand 
in mine, and have no fear.” Cau- 
tiously I moved forward, unable to 
check my steps, until my _ cold, 
clammy hands found the strange 
warmth and strength of that hand’s 
clasp. Then I saw the gates open 
wide and I heard the melody of 
the bells swell a thousand fold. I 
searched for a face, but heard only 
the voice again at whose wondrous 
sound the bells were hushed. 

“I keep the gates of the years,” 
the voice began. “I open new ones 
only to those who will go through 
as I advise.” I started through, 
but the hand checked me, and the 
voice: “No, my son, you are not 
ready to pass through as yet. Take 
off the clothes you are wearing, for 
they are old and shabby and soiled 
and worn. Never turn back to put 
them on again. The new land I 
show you is fair and fresh and 
green and you must be dressed to 
match. It is the Land of Begin- 
ning Again, and I allow no one to 
enter without new garments which I 
freely bestow.” 

I shed my dirty clothes, and, by a 
miracle, saw that I was not nude. 
I felt the clean goodness of a new 
ensemble; and the sandals on my 
feet, luxurious and warm as down, 
took away the body weariness of 
all my past journeys. I was alert 
and eager to proceed, but was re- 
strained again by the voice: 

“The preparations for your new 
adventure are not complete. You 
have left your old clothes in the 


Land That Is No More and I have 
given you new ones. But you do 
not know what they are, nor the 
fine fabrics of which they are made. 
Only your curiosity urges you on, 
but this is not sufficient for your 
journey. Be patient, my son, and 
hear and heed my words: 

“I give you no headpiece because 
I want nothing ever to come be- 
tween you and the stars. Your 
footwear is king’s sandals which 
will give you strength for the 
second mile. If you refuse to go this 
extra distance, they will turn to 
acid on your feet. The clothes 
next to your body are invisible to 
others, but they are white and clean 
and spotless. If you soil them, 
they will disappear and the coarser 
top garments will irritate you all 
your days. Only you and I will 
know of this. Your three outer 
garments were fashioned from the 
blood, sweat, and tears of the heroic 
pilgrims who have passed through 
all the gates of the years. The 
bright hues of _ these priceless 
fabrics are named for the qualities 
which took the pilgrims through— 
humility, obedience, and love. Wear 
them gratefully and long, and let 
the star of their remembrance 
never dim. If you trade them for 
cheap garments, you will lose your 
inheritance in the Land of Begin- 
ning Again. The dawn will turn 
to darkness and you will be naked 
and cold and blind and afraid!” 

There was a brief pause. Then 
the voice concluded: “Now I 
bequeath unto you three treasures: 
friendship, time, and money. Guard 
the first well; use the second wisely; 
and share the third unselfishly. 
Then you will never want for any 
good thing.” These things I heard 
from the voice of the hand. I slowly 
swore by what light I had that I 
would heed them all. 

The voice was gone and the 
ringing of the bells began again. 
And it was day. Only the firm, 
friendly hand led me on, and I 
shouted with joy as I made my 
first step into the Land of Begin- 
ning Again. 
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DISTINGUISHED 
DISCIPLES 


by A. T. DeGroot 


Omar Nelson Bradley 





4 bd 
—WU.S. Army Photo 
Graduating from U. S. Military 

Academy at‘ West Point in 1915, 


Omar N. Bradley was the first in 
his class to achieve the rank of 
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Brigadier General. In 1941, while 
“Lieutenant Colonel” Bradley was 
serving as assistant secretary of the 
general staff in Washington, Gen- 
eral Marshall, then Army Chief of 
Staff, recommended him for ap- 
pointment as Commandant of the 
Infantry School at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, and he assumed that post 
in the grade of Brigadier General. 

Early in 1943, General Bradley 
was selected by General Eisenhower 
as his personal representative in the 
field in North Africa. Not many 
months later, his II Corps smashed 
through units of Rommel’s Afrika 
Korps in northern Tunisia, making 
it possible, along with the British 
First and Eighth Armies, to end the 
war in Africa. 

General Bradley’s last command 
was the 12th United States Army 
Group in Europe, 1,300,000 troops, 
the largest body of American sol- 
diers ever to serve under one com- 
bat commander. 

General Bradley was the first 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, his last service prior to re- 
tirement. 

General Bradley holds the Dis- 
tinguished Service Medal, and many 
other American decorations. He 
has similiar awards from nine for- 
eign governments. He is now a 
director of business firms, and a 
trustee of educational institutions. 
He has remained a member of Cen- 
tral Christian Church, Moberly, Mo., 
through the years. 


TO EMMAUS 


by Carol Albright 


Alone and disillusioned we walk. 


He was not the answer, as we thought. 


We’d pinned our hopes... 


And now we walk aimlessly to the outskirts, 


To fill our minds. . 


And asks why we are sad. 


. occupational therapy ... we must keep busy. 
A stranger joins us in the dusk, 


He cannot know the burden on our hearts, 

The disillusionment with all our hopes and dreams. 

“You are a stranger, Sir, to all our fondest hopes. 

One day in youth we thought we’d found the answers in our Christ; 
But he was crucified by doubt and painful reality; 

And now we know we pinned our hopes falsely. How naive. 
In all our hopes and dreams we gave him power he did not have.” 


And then the stranger spoke... 


“You think he does not know the pain of your frustration? 
That all he undertook went smooth or well? 

Was his death meaningless or pointless? 

And did you not know the witness of your faith 

Can make him live again within your hearts? 

All that you need he holds in his hand; 


And when you walk with him, 


all this is yours. 


A dusty road becomes a golden street, 

A bitter load becomes your chosen task, 

Sorrow and pain become the channels to enlightenment. 
Cease seeking after answers for yourself, 

And be the answer to another, in love. 


Then he will stand revealed, 
Your Christ, walking with you, 
The answer, after all.” 
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State Convention time offers you an oppor- 


tunity to see displays of mew curriculum 


materials, new books from Bethany Press, 
recordings from all major studios, Bethany- 
Antioch communion ware, and many other 
items presented jointly by Christian Board of 
Publication and The United Christian Mission- 
ary Society. have time to meet 
people and exchange ideas with fellow church 


workers. 


You will 


All in all, your time will be well 
spent when you attend your State Convention. 


Be Sure to Attend 


Christian Board of Publication 
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Brotherhood News 


New Congo Book 
By Bethany Press 


St. Louis—Congo Crisis and 
Christian Mission, a new book about 
the Congolese upheaval and its ef- 
fect on Christian missionary efforts 
in Congo, will be published by 
Bethany Press April 10. 

The author is Robert G. Nelson, 
executive secretary, department of 
Africa, The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. The book is based 
on knowledge gained by Dr. Nelson 
from five extensive visits to Congo 


We cordially invite you 


to learn why writing a Will 


is important to you... 
and why it should be a 
Christian Will. 


in the past five years, including one 
that preceded Congolese independ- 
ence and lasted through the cha- 
otic months that followed. 

Dr. Nelson endeavors to answer 
the question in so many minds to- 
day, “What went wrong in the 
Congo?” He attempts to bring into 
perspective a situation distorted in 
many respects by the explosive man- 
ner in which it entered the world 
scene and by reporting that has 
emphasized primarily the  sensa- 
tional. 

To give readers’a background for 
the events of 1960 in Congo, the 
author dips briefly into the _ so- 





Write for the pamphlet 


“Only You Can Make Your Will" 


PENSION FUND OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 
(Disciples of Christ) 


800 Test Building 


Indianapolis 4, Indiana 
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called “ugly years” of Congo 
colonization when it was the pri- 
vate domain of Leopold II of Bel- 
gium. Also frankly discussed is 
the “enlightened colonialism” under 
Belgium rule, what it sought to do 
and what it seemed unwilling to 
attempt. 

The Christian Churches have sent 
some 200 missionaries to Congo 
since 1889 and established a church 
membership second in size only to 
that in the United States. The 
crisis has made it necessary for the 
Disciples to re-evaluate their mis- 
sion efforts not only in Congo but 
in the entire missionary program 
in this period of revolutionary 
change. 

Dr. Nelson follows the events 
within the Disciples of Christ Congo 
Mission that finally led to the 
costly and difficult decision in July, 
1960, to withdraw, temporarily, mis- 
sionary staffs and then to return 
them to Congo in October of the 


same year. 

Congo Crisis and Christian Mis- 
sion will be available April 10 from 
the Christian Board of Publication. 
It will sell for $2.50 casebound and 
$1.50 paperbound. 














“Invaluable as a 
source book for 
sermonic material,” 
said Church Management of 
PREACHING ON THE 
BOOKS OF THE NEW 

TESTAMENT. 


Now 
Dwight E. 


Stevenson 


College of the Bible 
Lexington, Kentucky 


has added the 


indispensable 














Preaching on the 


Books of the 
Old Testament 


A first-rate guide to preparing 
a sermon on each of the books 
of the Old Testament rather 
than on individual texts. 


$3.95 at all bookstores 
HARPER & BROTHERS, N.Y. 16 
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Brotherhood News 





“Crash Program” in 
Force in Portland 


PORTLAND, ORE.—In what has been 
described as “a dramatic response 
to the unique challenge of the 
nuclear-space age and the Decade 
of Decision” First Christian Church 
here launched a “crash program.” 

At its annual meeting in January 
the congregation voted unanimously 
“to crash through by ’62.” 

First Church, Portland, Harold 
Glen Brown, pastor, has achieved 
new highs in many areas during 
the last four and one-half years of 
the present ministry. In 1957, the 
church had its largest number of 
baptisms in its eighty years of 
history. In 1958 it exceeded its 
previous high in total number of 
additions. Missionary and benevol- 
ent giving will exceed $50,000 dur- 
ing the current year. 

Last year, First Church, Portland, 
moved up to seventh in the brother- 
hood in giving to Unified Promotion 
and 11th in total missionary giving. 

The “crash” program is a means 
by which First Church, Portland, 
will challenge the all-out effort of 
its total membership so individuals 
may grow spiritually, and “together 
make an accelerated impact for 
Christ on the rapidly changing com- 
munity and revolutionary world.” 

With a goal of 75 memberships 
in the “Decade Club of New Church 
Builders” First Church has already 
enrolled 137 of its families to give 
$10 over-and-above whenever ground 
is broken for a new Christian 
Church in Oregon. 

At its February meeting the 
Church Board voted to borrow 
$7,500 to advance to the newly 
organized Lynch Wood congregation 
in Portland—this beyond its budget 
item of $4,000 for new church con- 
struction and its participation in 
the Decade Club. 

The Board also voted to launch 
a $120,000 building fund campaign 
to wipe out the present indebted- 
ness incurred when a parking lot 
was purchased and the sanctuary 
was remodeled, and perhaps to ac- 
quire additional property. 

A study hall, chapel and facilities 
for coffee will be made available 
daily for college students. 

A conference will be sponsored by 
the church to consider “What’s 
wrong with the church in Oregon?” 

World outreach will be high- 
lighted. Fifty per cent of all budget 
increases are being allocated for 
world outreach. 
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Abandoned Orphans Plead for Aid 


GIVE THEM SUPPORT, LOVE AND 


ASSURANCE 


THAT YOU CARE—FOR ONLY PENNIES A DAY 


Sunday School. 
ing blessing 
and joy in 
this reward- 
ing work. 


Desperate Mother Begs 
from Door to Door 


Kim Hae Un, Number M-1 above, 
lost her father who died of peri- 
tonitis last August. He was a day 
laborer and left no money or 
property for his wife and three 
small children. The mother became 
desperate, as week after week 
she had no way to feed or 
clothe them. From door to 
door she begged, carrying and 
leading her crying, hungry, 
ragged children. Suddenly 
she disappeared, abandoning 
them. The neighbors were 
kind and a church elder cared 
for the little ones for two months, then 
brought them to our Love Valley Orphanage. 
Hae Un, whom the Superintendent describes as 
“charming, active and cute,” is waiting for some- 
one to become her sponsor—someone who will 
love her and provide for her needs. 


New sponsors are desperately needed to take in many more 
hungry, desolate children wandering the streets. What a chance 
to raise up a boy or girl to be a Christian leader in Korea! 
PHONE OR WRITE NOW! 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, 


for by the ESEA. More 
than & million meals are 
served each year. Many 
more children are in des- 
perate need, homeless, rag- 
ged and hungry. Help us 


If this child has already been ‘‘adopted,’’ 
you will select. With God’s help | will 


(] one year. 


expand our 83 Homes. () Please send me further information. 
Each one is a Christian 

FO 6 occ nds ciinclevecicvaveiscvesarssss 
board members are earnest WINN ae vesnconccsecenncvesuacseae 
Bible-believing Christians. 
Will you lend your aid so CUP oes cabsaageesbak Genassadsdéoeeneueus 


that we may take many more 
children off the streets and 
into our Homes. Sponsors 
find the relationship with 
their children a THRILL- 
ING experience. 


Gifts of any amount are welcome. 
are income tax deductible. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
institution. All staff and = | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Dept. CT-4 


() YES | want to sponsor an orphan for one year. 


Please let me have my child’s name, picture, address and story. 
| may continue as long as | wish. Enclosed is support for (_] first month, 
SEND FULL PARTICULARS. 


_] 1 cannot ‘‘adopt’’ a child but want to help by giving $ 


Select your own Korean orphan from these 
dear children. Each one has a heartbreaking 
story and all are looking and praying for 
“Mommies and Daddies” in this fair land 
that God has richly blessed. You can bring 
them every need including Christian love and 
care, as well as school tuition which is not 
free in Korea, for only $8 a month—just 26 
pennies a day. Share a sponsorship with a 
friend—only $4 each a month—or interest 
your Church, Woman's Society, Bible Class or 
Join the many who are find- 















bol, 


INC. 
Over 7000 orphans, chil- 4848 North Leonard Drive Dept. CT-4 Chicago 31, Illinois 
dren of lepers and war 

widows, are being cared oc ee pare CLIP AND MAIL TODAY*>>--oo oo" "5 


My choice is Number ...... 
| agree to support another whom 
send $8 a month to your office. 
| understand 


we kdnaee GF a cccacasass 


All gifts and sponsorings 


The Everett Swanson Evangelistic Association, Inc. 
An Interdenominational Non-Profit Corporation 
4848 N. Leonard Dr., Chicago 31, III. 


Tel. Gladstone 6-6181 
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Implications of Import 


The Essential Nature of New Tes- 
tament Preaching. By Robert H. 


Mounce. William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company. 168 pages. 
$3.50. 


For years I have been convinced 
that no one is properly equipped to 
teach homiletics who is not a bibli- 
cal theologian. This book does 
nothing to weaken that conviction. 
On the contrary, Professor Mounce, 
by elucidating the character of 
preaching in the apostolic age, has 
confirmed it mightily. 

The author shows easy familiarity 
with a wide range of New Testa- 
ment scholarship but is obviously 
not dependent on any single school. 
Students will appreciate the meticu- 
lous documentation and honest cita- 
tion of differing points of view. 

The principal concern of the au- 
thor is to discover the meaning of 
the kerygma as it appears in each 
section of the New Testament. 
Mounce takes mild exception to the 
too-sharp distinction drawn by C. H. 
Dodd between kerygma and didache 
(proclamation and teaching). The 
relation between these two func- 
tions is not discrete but continuous 
and “to some degree overlapping.” 
Both terms are used to describe the 
activity of Jesus in communicating 
the good news of the Kingdom to 
his contemporaries. 

What are the components of the 
kerygma, the characteristic witness 
of the New Testament to Christ? 
Mounce finds that they focus on 
three fundamentals: (1) the procla- 
mation of an historical complex of 
events—the death, resurrection and 
exaltation of Jesus, (2) a conse- 
quent theological evaluation of Je- 
sus as both Lord and Christ, (3) a 
summons to repent as the pre-con- 
dition for forgiveness of sins. Thus, 
apostolic preaching emphasized both 
fact and faith, history and dogma, 
event and interpretation. 

The author takes a dim view of 
the contention that there are rival 
Christologies reflected in the New 
Testament documents. He makes 
a strong case for the unity and con- 
sistency of the doctrine of Christ’s 
person throughout. 
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‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


The book is a valuable contribu- 
tion to our understanding of the 
preaching of the primitive Christian 
community. This study has unmis- 
takable implications of import for 
any movement dedicated to the 
restoration of apostolic Christianity. 
—FRED THOMPSON, JR. 


One Way for a Return 
Preaching on the Books of the Old 


Testament. By Dwight E. Steven- 
son. Harper and Brothers. 267 
pages. $3.95. 


Stevie has done it again! When 
your offices adjoin one another for 
eleven years, you become rather 
prejudiced, one way or the other. 
In this case, I decided that anything 
this genial professor of homiletics 
at The College of the Bible wrote 
was bound to be very good. Other- 
wise he wouldn’t have wasted his 
carefully scheduled time in writing 
at. 

It is an understatement to say 
that this book does for the Old 
Testament what his 1956 Harpers 
book did for “Preaching on the 
Books of the New Testament.” It 
does more because there is more to 
be done. We preach less from the 
Old and are less acquainted with 
the possibilities. 

Stevenson would rather die than 
to fill a book full of “sermon out- 
lines” for lazy preachers. He can 
keep on living! The theme of books 
is explored, books (not sermons) 
are outlined; key passages are noted 
and there is a “cardinal idea” in 
each chapter. The preacher will 
have plenty of work to do. 

As an example, here is the car- 
dinal idea of 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 
2 Kings: ‘“Well-developed political 
institutions have a tendency to ob- 
scure a nation’s primary reliance 
upon God; but no national power 
can ever afford to ignore or defy 


the sovereignty of God.’ There’s 
a sermon for you! 
Anyone seeking help in getting 


at the heart of the Old Testament 
writings will deserve to get tangled 
up if he neglects this book. It pro- 
vides, in the words of the preface, 
“one way ... for a return from the 
fragmented world of textual preach- 





ing to the wholeness of the bibli- 
cal view upon life and destiny.”— 
H. E. S. 


First Century Conceptions 


Images of the Church in the New 
Testament. By Paul S. Minear. The 
Westminster Press. 294 pages. $6. 


The author of this book states his 
central objective to be “the fuller 
comprehension of the many ways 
in which New Testament writers 
thought and spoke about the 
church.” 

Dr. Minear discusses a total of 
96 analogies or images which in his 
opinion reflect views of the church. 
He sifts out for brief attention the 
less significant analogies and gives 
primary consideration to certain 
ones, such as the “body image.” 
The network of thought that binds 
the major images together is traced 
in the last chapter of the book in 
order to appraise their intricate re- 
lationship and the “strategic infer- 
ences which may be drawn from 
them.” 

This book develops a phase of 
New Testament thought which 
needs to be understood for a cor- 
rect appreciation of the ways in 
which first-century Christians con- 
ceived of the Church. The reader 
may want to withhold approval of 
some of the author’s explanations 
of the images for further study, but 
he will appreciate having his at- 
tention called to so many and varied 
analogies of the church. 

This scholarly work goes beyond 
the delineation of images of the 
Church and expositions on their 
meanings. The author recognizes 
that the significance of the images 
is not found in them per se, but 
“in the reality to which they pointed 
and in the imagination that adopted 
them as pointers.” These images, 
or signs, help the serious scholar 
to penetrate the thoughts of the 
New Testament to levels which pro- 
vide a better understanding of their 
basic significance. 

This reviewer believes that stu- 
dents of the New Testament, min- 
isters and laymen alike, will find 
this book informative, stimulating, 
and interesting.—VircIL V. HINDS. 
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Relax 


SAFE 


“May I have the afternoon 
off to go shopping with my 
wife?” asked an employee. 

“No,” answered the boss. 

“Thank you, sir,” replied 
the employee. 


ATLAS FINANCE NEWS 


PROVERBIAL CLASH 


Proverbs are fine 
For conservative classes— 
As: Folks in stone houses 
Should never throw glasses. 


PAUL ARMSTRONG 


DOUBLE DUTY 


“Can you serve a formal 
dinner?” asked the housewife 
of a prospective maid. 

“Yes Ma’am, both ways,” 
was the reply. 

“What do you mean?” re- 
plied the lady of the house. 

“I can serve them so they 
will want to come again, or so 
that they will never come 
again,” was the reply. 


A human being is a creature 
that can’t get its toes in its 
mouth after babyhood, but 
can put its foot in anytime. 


S. S. BIDDLE in “QUOTE” 





“I see . . . the president of 
the league asked you to sign 
your contract and you missed 
the dotted line by four 
inches.” 





AV for VCS 


audio-visuals for 
vacation church school 








Here are samples of the excellent filmstrips available from 
Christian Board. Think about your needs. Then circle 
the materials you want with pen or pencil—clip out this 
ad and mail to the Christian Board of Publication, Box 179, 
St. Louis 66, Missouri. What could be easier! 


KINDERGARTEN 


My Family and My Friends (theme) 

Stories About Home and Family: 4 filmstrip kit, 
color, two 331/3 —— records, leader’s guides, 
$19.50. Individual filmstrips, $5.25 each; records 
each $2.00. Big Brothers are Fun—28 frames; 
When Daddy Comes Home—26 frames; Shopping 
With Mother—25 frames; A Birthday for Daddy 
—26 frames. 

Community Helpers Series: Color, text on film, 
each series, $22.50. Individual filmstrips, $4.80 
each. Series one: The Fireman—31 frames; The 
Postman—31 frames; The Policeman—28 frames; 
The Grocer—31 frames; The Baker—38 frames; 
Series two: The Dentist—29 frames; The Doctor 
—33 frames; The Librarian—30 frames; The Milk- 
man—34 frames; The City Helpers—31 frames. 





PRIMARY 


Love One Another (theme) 
Jesus Visits Zacchaeus: 22 frames, color, film- 
strip, $5.25, record $2.00. 


A Mystery That Made New Friends: 31 frames, 





color, $5.00. 

JUNIOR 
Living and Working Together as Christians 
(theme) 


Life of Christ (part 1): 38 frames, color $5.50. 
Learning About Friendship: 40 frames, color, 
filmstrip, $6.50, record $3.50. 





JUNIOR HIGH 


Making Our Group Christian (theme) 

You and Your Crowd: frames, b&w, $3.00. 
Young Teens and Popularity Problems: kit of 4 
filmstrips, color, with two 12-inch 331/3 rpm 
records, $25.50. Individual filmstrips, $6.50, rec- 
ords, $3.50 each. 

Overcoming Awkwardness and Shyness—43 
frames. Making and Keeping Friends—46 frames. 


Trying to Be Popular—43 frames. What About 
Smoking—45 frames. 





LEADERSHIP 

Here are two special filmstrips which will be of tremendous 
value to all VCS leaders. 

Planning and ye the Vacation Church School: 66 
frames, b&w, $3.00. Explains how one church and one direc- 
tor conducted their initial vacation church school. It covers the 
advantages of having school, making plans, budgets, curriculum, 
training, etc. Summertime Activities: 77 frames, color, $5.00. 
Suggests ways churches may make creative use of children’s 
leisure,time. Includes ideas on how to get started with vacation 
church school, day camp, and family worship. 


-] Check here if you would like a FREE 
copy of our 1960-61 Audio-Visual 
catalog with complete filmstrip listings 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 





“As a Brotherhood Should” 
Editor, The Christian: 


You are to be commended for the 
article “A Total Fellowship Roll’ 
by A. T. DeGroot (The Christian, 
Jan. 22, 1961). You have opened 
up a needed study of the issue that 
most threatens our brotherhood life. 
Our state and national conventions 
have avoided this issue for years; 
consequently, we have drifted into 
a state of confusion and in some 
instances, open hostility. 

Mr. DeGroot makes an appeal in 
this article for a “theologically de- 
fensible position” which is at the 
same time “historically and real- 
istically oriented.” Our main trou- 
ble here is that we have no struc- 
ture that will bear this all-impor- 
tant task for us as a brotherhood. 

If I know our people, and I think 
I do, Mr. DeGroot’s article will be 
sufficient incentive for many of our 
churches to take steps immediately 
and set up an ecumenical fellow- 
ship roll. Their action will only 
increase the already delicate and 
confused issue. It seems that we 
should practice some brotherhood 
right at this point, and hold off un- 
til we can find a theologically de- 
fensible position. Mr. DeGroot’s 
article may be historically and real- 
istically oriented but, in its main 
point, I am not too certain of its 
defense theologically. 

For instance, the view that the 
church roll is entirely in God’s 
hands (Acts 2:47) and we are not 
to be his “amanuensis,”’ or secre- 
tary, seems to be wide of the mark. 
There were those present on the 
day the “Lord added to their num- 
ber day by day those who were be- 
ing saved,” who could count up to 
3,000 (Acts 2:41), and later to 5,000 
(Acts 4:4). More than this, we find 
in 1 Tim. 5:9: “Let no one be en- 
rolled as a widow .. .” a practice 
of enrollment. If this is thought 
to be a device of a later day you 
will note that soon after Pentecost 
(Acts 6:1) “the Hellenists mur- 
mured against the Hebrews because 
their widows were neglected in the 
daily distribution.” 

A form of enrollment in the early 
church comes even before we have 
deacons. We are suggesting that 
there does need to be a deeper 
theological study on this point than 
is presented in the article. The 
Lord certainly does do the adding 
of those who are saved, but he also 
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—Alexander Campbell 


taught us to pray “give us this day 
our daily bread,’ and we need to 
do something about it or we will 
starve. 


It seems to me that this article, 
which has much of merit in it, will 
serve a most worthy cause if it 
touches off a prayerful and sincere 
effort to gather us into a real broth- 
erhood that acts together as a 
brotherhood should, and seeks to 
find and know the will of God as 
we are guided by his Holy Spirit. 
We do have a “common mind” to 
use, and we should be about the 
business of getting it into action.— 
HucH N. McCaLLuM, Marysville, 
California, 


No New Revelation 
Editor, The Christian: 


Referring to Professor A. T. De- 
Groot’s dissertation on a “Total 
Fellowship Roll” (The Christian, 
Jan. 22, 1961), it would have been 
informative if he had plainly stated 
his belief regarding scripture. 


. If there is anything in the 
New Testament that teaches an 
ecumenical membership or associ- 
ated membership roll, would it not 
be helpful for the professor and 
those who believe this to tell where 
it is found in the New Testament? 
Furthermore, is there a reference 
where conversion took place, that 
sprinkling and not immersion was 
practiced? 


. There has not been a new 
revelation from God and, if not, by 
what authority can any of the wise 
of today dare to change what is 
plainly written? The wise of the 
past tried and failed. I wonder if 
they know there is a great reward 
waiting them at the last day. 


As soon as the people are taught 
and learn that what is written in 
the New Testament has: withstood 
the critics of all ages and will con- 
tinue to remain, we will have less 
division. We are told his Word will 
never pass away. When this comes 
to pass there will be one Church 
which Christ prayed for. (John 17.) 
Why try to change what is firmly 
established by the authority of our 
Lord? Change the people and not 
his Word. What do the Disciples 
believe? Has it ever been plainly 
stated?—-EUGENE A. Fox, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: See the ar- 
ticle by William G. West in “The 


——————— 


Letters ... 


Christian,” April 28, 1961, for a 
“plain statement” of what one con- 
gregation believes. 


Studies Needed 
Editor, The Christian: 


The article by A. T. DeGroot in 
the Jan. 22 issue deals with a vex- 
ing problem in our Brotherhood. 
He is to be commended for sub- 
mitting a proposed solution to what 
appears to be a genuine dilemma. 
He feels that “what the bulk of 
our membership” desires is “neither 
an easy-going open membership nor 
a dogmatic closed membership.” 
However, in his analysis of these 
two alternatives he only criticized 
the “easy-going” type of open mem- 
bership and failed to define any 
type of closed membership but the 


kind characterized by “self-right- 
eousness.” “hypocrisy,” and ‘“dog- 
matism.” ... 


At least it seemed to me that 
he was implying that these attitudes 
were necessarily involved in the 
practice of closed membership. Per- 
haps this was not what the writer 
intended but, if so, it seems to be 
an indictment of the “bulk of our 
membership” who probably are not 
convinced that open membership is 
the best answer yet do not feel that 
their position is fairly described 
by the use of such above-mentioned 
adjectives. I suppose this illu- 
strates the difficulty of dealing ob- 
jectively with such a sensitive issue 
for Disciples. ... 

The article has much _ merit, 
nevertheless, and has prompted me 
to offer a suggestion or a request. 
Would it be possible to have a 
representative group of brotherhood 
leaders deal with this pressing prob- 
lem as comprehensively yet as con- 
cisely as possible?—-WILLIAM BAKER, 
St. Thomas, Ontario. 


High Calibre 
Editor, The Christian: 


One of the marks of a great mind 
is its ability to grow. Alexander 
Campbell is noted for his changed 
thinking in his more mature years. 
Your publishing “A Total Fellow- 
ship Roll” by A. T. DeGroot in the 
January 22 issue is the printed 
record of the functioning of a great 
mind. 

It is thrilling to witness. Bravo 
to you for printing articles of this 
high calibre!—PAuL FE. ‘Wooparp, 
Princeton, Mo. 
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plan your C'S program 


this simple,easy way 





handy introductory materials kit 
is the answer 


Here’s the practical way to examine al] of the 
VCS materials available on the 1961 theme 
(Personal and Group Relationships). 


Yes, in this one compact box you'll find copies 
of the cooperative lesson materials for each age 
group, an informative booklet (The How of Va- 
cation Church School), a poster, planning chart, 
attendance card, invitation postcard, certificate of 
recognition, plus free helpful references about 
other VCS materials. 


Best of all, you can get this handy VCS cooper- 
ative kit on the popular ‘returnable examination” 
plan. Like the idea? Then order the complete 
introductory materials kit now! 


V 


look at these VCS materials 


All materials described are included in the VCS kit... 
or you may order individually. 


Kindergarten 

My Family and My Friends Mary C. Odell 
The text provides this age group with many experiences to help 
them realize how God has planned for each of their lives. 
Pupil’s book offers Bible verses, stories, songs, poems, and 
prayers for parents to use with children at home. Activity packet 
has 10 sheets of things to do and make. 


Teacher's Text 63A506 $1.00 Pupil’s Book 63A507 20¢ 
Activity Packet 63A508 35¢ 


Primary 


Love One Another Margaret Clemens McDowell 


This text provides guidance for’ teachers in leading primary boys 

and girls to learn about Jesus’ teachings, instructs them how to 

apply his principles into everyday practice. Two-color illustrated 

pupil’s book is packed with stories, verse, questions to think 

about. Activity packets aid in carrying out purposes of the course. 

Teacher's Text 63A509 $1.00 Pupil’s Book 63A510 25¢ 
Activity Packet 63A511 25¢ 


Junior 
Living and Working Together as Christians Alice Geer Kelsey 
Flexible, detailed outlines for 10 sessions, suggestions for a 
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NAL AND Group RELATIONSHIPS" 


variety of Christian activities. Pupil’s book presents stories, 
quizzes, worship materials. Activity packet provides additional re- 
sources to encourage each child to use his own creativity. 


Teacher's Text 63A501 $1.00 Pupil’s Book 63A502 30¢ 
Activity Packet 63A503 35¢ 


Junior High 
Making Our Group Christian Nelle Morton 


Ten-session program to help pupils explore what it really means 
to be in a Christian group. Bible study and carefully planned 
worship and Christian activity will help each group member 
understand his role in the church. 


Teacher's Text 63A504 $1.00 Pupil’s Book 63A505 35¢ 


The How of Vacation Church School (revised) 

Basic manual on VCS organization, programming, resources 
63A438 60¢ 

Other VCS materials not included in the kit 


The Vacation Church School in Christian Education 
Elsie Miller Butt. Practical help in finding, enlisting, training, 
supervising leaders. 10V122 $2.00 


At Church With Three-Year-Olds Jessie B. Carlson 


Parent-teacher guide from the Bethany Graded Youth Curriculum. 
Informative, adaptable. $1.50 
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QUESTION: Have you noticed 
the number of frustrated min- 
isters we have today? 


ANSWER: Yes, I have. So has 
everybody else. What is more 
I am amazed there aren’t more 
of them. 

You see, to be a real pastor 
a man must have a sensitive 
soul. He must feel the sorrows 
and joys of his congregation as 
though they were his own. Our 
psychologists call it ‘“Empathy.” 

Many a night I have gone to 
bed exhausted. I would lie awake 
hours wondering what the best 
solution was to the situation of 
some parishioner who had called 
on me for counsel. I used to 
think if I had only my own 
problems to think about it 
wouldn’t be half bad. Add to 
my problems those of several of 
my parish and the load gets 
heavy. 

I think ministers in general 
are to be commended for keep- 
ing as well balanced as they do. 
Three things help them to do it. 
The Lord himself is a strength. 
The minister’s family is an en- 
couragement. The importance of 
the work he is doing is the third 
comfort. 

There are two kinds of people 
(isn’t that original?) in most 
congregations. There are those 
who rejoice when a minister is 
obviously frustrated. They add 
to his frustrations. That is be- 
cause they are frustrated. Did 
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you ever notice how many peo- 
ple, not ministers, are frus- 
trated? The second kind of per- 
son is the leaven in the loaf. It is 
the person of saintly sanity, who 
helps the minister over the rough 
spots. It’s the elder who prays 
for him every night. 

Let’s be honest. If you were 
a minister would these things 
frustrate you? 

The congregation will not 
practice what you preach. You 
find it hard to do yourself. 

You announce that worship 
will begin at 11 a.M. Sunday, 
as it always has for centuries, 
and the choir is often late. Some 
officers are always rushing up at 
the last minute with needless 
announcements. 

The board wants you to build 
the youth program but refuses 
to furnish light and. heat for 
mid-week meetings. If the young 
people want some equipment for 
Ping-pong, baseball, etc., let them 
earn it. 

After a great sermon dealing 
with the spiritual value of stew- 
ardship, some dear soul wishes 
you would preach the gospel. 
You know she hasn’t read it 
lately. 

Some of your people give two 
per cent of their income to the 
church and automatically take 
ten per cent credit on their in- 
come tax returns. 

The church board wants the 
minister to win new members 
but gives a cold shoulder to a 
visitor. 

A few immature souls cut 
loose with disparaging remarks 
if the preacher doesn’t pamper 
their ego. 


Wouldn’t these little irritations 
frustrate you? If you are an 
active churchman you could add 
more to the list. 

The real frustration a minister 
feels is within himself. 

He needs more time than he 
has to keep up with the in- 
creasing body of knowledge that 
is constantly appearing. He 
needs to study more books than 
he can.afford. Yet he can not 
afford to neglect them. 

He works eighty hours per 
week and yet must decide day 
after day what he must leave 
undone. Every facet of his 
work is important and yet he 
can not met all of the demands 
on his time, mind and health. 

He must help an alcoholic. He 
must talk with a couple facing 
divorce. He must help a widow 
out of depression because of the 
tragic loss of her husband. He 
must give insight to the mother 
whose son is in trouble with the 
police. He must counsel with 
the businessman who has lost 
all. He feels inadequate. He is 
thankful for God’s help. 


Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT 


“Lucky for you, traditions of 
the Cloth restrain me!” 





